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PREAMBLE 

We the citizens of Delaware Country, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do hereby accept 
the grant of power of self government offered under the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans 

Law of 1972[11 and do ordain and establish thereunder this Home Rule Charter. To the
maximum extent consistent with the Constitution of the United States of America, the 
Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the legal rights and powers of 
cities, townships, boroughs, and school districts, we do confer by this Charter, upon the 
government of the County of Delaware the following powers, subject to the following 
restrictions, and prescribe for it the following governmental structure, offices and general 
procedures. 

[1] Editor's Note: See now Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, 53 Pa.C.S.A. § 2901 et seq.

Article I. Applicability and Legal Status 

Section 101. Legal applicability. 

This Charter and all subsequent amendments thereto shall define the powers and establish the form of 
government for the County of Delaware in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The Charter is the 
basic law of the County and is restricted only by the precedence of the Constitution and laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania where these constitutions and laws supersede the provisions of this 
Charter. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereafter shall be referred to as the "Commonwealth," 
and the County of Delaware shall be referred to as the "County." This Home Rule Charter shall be 
hereinafter referred to as the "Charter," and the term County Council shall hereinafter be referred to as 
11Council." 

Section 102. Status. 

Under this Charter, the County shall continue to be a body politic and corporate and to act for the 
Commonwealth in the execution of Commonwealth programs within the County's boundaries. 

Section 103. Boundaries. 

The boundaries of the County under this Charter shall continue to be its boundaries as prescribed by 
or pursuant to the laws of the Commonwealth. 

Section 104. County seat. 
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The seat of the County government shall continue to be in the Borough of Media. 

Article II. Powers of the County 

Section 201. General grant of power. 

The County shall continue to possess all powers now vested in it by law, and in addition, the County 
shall have and may exercise any power or perform any function not expressly denied by or 
inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution and laws of the 
Commonwealth, or provisions of this Charter. 

Section 202. Preservation of powers of local governments. 

Nothing in this Charter shall be construed so as to interfere with the rights and powers of cities, 
townships, boroughs and school districts. 

Section 203. Vesting of powers. 

The governing body of the County shall be the County Council and the legislative power of the County 
is vested in and exercisable only by the County Council. All other powers of the County not vested 
elsewhere by this Charter are also vested in the County Council. 

Section 204. Services and functions. 

This Charter does not authorize, and should not be construed or constructed to authorize any 
elimination of services or abolishment of functions presently mandated by law. 

Article Ill. Elected Charter Officials 

Section 301. Elected offices. 

The offices to be filled by election pursuant to this Charter are the County Council, District Attorney, 
Controller, Sheriff and Register of Wills. 

Section 302. Qualifications for elected offices. 

All elected officers in County government shall be registered electors in the County. They shall have 
attained the age of 25 years and shall have been domiciled in the County for a period of at least two 
consecutive years prior to the date of nomination to candidacy for County office. Candidates for District 
Attorney and Register of Wills shall be learned in the law and admitted to the practice of law in the 
Commonwealth at the time of election to office and throughout the term of office. Except as otherwise 

provided herein, the term of office for all elected officers shall be four years from the first Monday of 
January next after their election and until their successors shall be duly qualified: no elected official 
may serve more than two full elective terms in the same office, or a combined total of 10 years service 
in the same office, whichever is greater. 

Section 303. Compensation. 
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