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Increasing access to 
fresh food

Creating healthy living 
environments

Building deeper social 
connections

Growing economic 
opportunity

Gardening for the Greater Good
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agenda 04. Philadelphia LandCare

03. Farm for the City

02. Pop Up Gardens

01. Philadelphia Flower Show
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Philadelphia Flower Show
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• Started in 1829

• 250,000 annual visitors

• $65 million annual economic impact on the Greater 
Philadelphia region

• 17 International Festivals & Events Association 
awards in 2018

Philadelphia Flower Show
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Pop Up Gardens
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Demonstration            Creative Placemaking
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Ephemeral            Community Asset
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Pop Up Revolution
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Farm for the City
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Farm for the City
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• Funded by Pew Center for Arts & Heritage

• Promoting civic discourse

• The importance of partnerships: Broad Street 
Ministry and the Department of Public Property

• The benefits of unintended consequences: Hub of 
Hope

Farm for the City
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Philadelphia LandCare
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Philadelphia LandCare
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Philadelphia LandCare
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• 12,000 total parcels, 16 million square feet – roughly 
a third of Philadelphia’s vacant land

• 18 community organizations, 15 private contractors, 
300 local workers, including 40 through the 
LandCare Re-Entry Initiative

• Participating contractors are 70 percent minority-
owned, with an 85 percent minority workforce

• 22 percent of LandCare sites have been developed 
into new uses

1,050 homes
150 commercial uses
135 green spaces

Philadelphia LandCare
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• 2012 study: $15.3 million spent by the city on the 
program yielded a total housing gain of $3.5 billion. 
Every dollar spent increased housing wealth by 
$224.

• 29 percent decrease in gun violence.

• 41.5 percent decrease in feelings of depression, 63 
percent decrease in self-reported poor mental 
health. In lowest-income neighborhoods, feelings of 
depression decreased by 69 percent. 

• Improved health outcomes, including increased 
exercise and decreased stress levels.

• Values of nearby homes jump by nearly 20 percent.

Philadelphia LandCare
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thank you
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