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1778          Library of Congress



1857 – inset from Camden County map, Library of Congress

2nd 4th 6th



Bridge Approach, Camden, New Jersey, c. 1926
Aero Service Corporation / Library Company of Philadelphia





Patterns of built 
environment

• Lenape land, prior to 1680s

• Cooper family farmland (north 
of Cooper Street) 
predominantly, 1680s-1840s. 
Some buildings on south side 
of Cooper Street.

• After 1840s, residential 
development includes north 
side of Cooper Street.

Rowhouses of 1840s-50s
Prominent leaders of 
business, government, 
industry, professions.

Extended families.

Domestic workers.

Smaller rowhouses, 
1850s – rental 
properties occupied by 
working class.

(400 block of 
Lawrence Street, 
behind Cooper)



Patterns of built 
environment

• 1880s-1920s: Grander homes, 
some designed by architects, 
fill empty lots and in some 
cases replace earlier 
structures.

• Early 1900s: Apartment 
buildings, hotels.

• 1920s: Conversions of single-
family homes into businesses 
and apartments.

Grander homes of 
1880s-1890s.

Prominent leaders of 
business, government, 
industry, professions.

Extended families.

Domestic workers.

Older rowhouses 
remodeled for 
businesses / 
apartments.



Learning From Cooper Street

http://omeka.camden.rutgers.edu

U.S. Census, City Directories, Newspapers, More

28,000+ Records

http://omeka.camden.rutgers.edu/


Storyscape

Stories live in people’s minds. But they also live in places: 
indeed specific places are often essential to their survival. 
And though we cannot see and touch stories in the same 
way as buildings, they too are part of the meaning of 
places and, eventually, of their heritage. 

Ned Kaufman, Place, Race, and Story: Essays on the Past 
and Future of Historic Preservation.
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Storyscape

Stories live in people’s minds. But they also live in places: 
indeed specific places are often essential to their survival. 
And though we cannot see and touch stories in the same 
way as buildings, they too are part of the meaning of 
places and, eventually, of their heritage. Seen in this way, 
the cityscape becomes a storyscape; sites that collect 
interesting stories, meaningful memories, or intense 
feelings of attachment become story sites. Learning to 
see story sites and storyscape can reveal unexpected 
heritage values in places.

Ned Kaufman, Place, Race, and Story: Essays on the Past 
and Future of Historic Preservation.



Camden County Historical Society

A diverse population
Women as heads of household
Domestic servants
Connections with Philadelphia
Complex transitions
Patterns of investment and disinvestment



Domestic Servants on Cooper Street

At least 1,027 individuals, 1850-1948

343 identified immigrants
272 Irish
19 from Germany
13 from Newfoundland
12 Scandinavian
10 from England

243 identified African Americans
81 born in southern states

39 Virginia
29 Maryland
5 Georgia
5 North Carolina
1 Florida
1 South Carolina
1 Tennessee



Think like
a genealogist.



How we find the history of a house, even if it 
no longer exists …

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1885-1950

City directories, digitized 1839-1943, with gaps

U.S. Census, 1790-1940, but not 1890
No street addresses until 1880
No own/rent data until 1900

NJ Census, 1865-1915
No street addresses until 1905

Camden newspapers, digitized c. 1870-present

Property deeds, digitized for Camden County 
1844-1912 and digital index 1978 to present.

Other sources we find along the way



1891
Sanborn Insurance 
Company Maps

Princeton University Libraries



228 Cooper Street
Built 1867
Photographed in 2010



Sallie (Wilkins) Ackley
DVRBS.com

House photograph 2019 
by Jacob Lechner



Sallie (Wilkins) Ackley

DVRBS.com



1891, Sanborn Insurance Company Map
Princeton University Libraries



1891, Sanborn Insurance Company Map
Princeton University Libraries

Philadelphia Inquirer, June 27, 1897





1891
Sanborn Insurance 
Company Map
Princeton University Libraries



Francis Wayland Ayer
(Pennsylvania Center
for the Book)



1891
Sanborn Insurance 
Company Map
Princeton University Libraries

1877
Camden City Atlas
Camden County Historical Society



June 27, 1877

Property description

Previous conveyance





1891
Sanborn Insurance 
Company Maps

Princeton University Libraries



New and Proposed Facilities

(Rutgers-Camden Magazine, December 2017, 
https://magazine.camden.rutgers.edu/2017/12/camden-rising/)

Wikimedia Commons

https://magazine.camden.rutgers.edu/2017/12/camden-rising/


1891
Sanborn Insurance 
Company Maps
Princeton University Libraries

Preliminary findings:

• Built 1860s-1870s
• Predominantly white, 

1860s-1950s
• Transitions to boarding 

houses, 1890s-1920s
• Apartment 

conversions, 1920s-
1930s

• Puerto Rican presence, 
1940s+

• Increasing African 
American presence, 
1950s+

• Urban renewal 
initiated by Rutgers, 
1958





Camden Evening Courier, Sept. 11, 1926
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