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February 16, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Chester Economic Development Authority RAISE Grant Application – Chester City 
Transportation Improvements 
 
Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Please accept this letter as an expression of SEPTA’s strong support for the RAISE grant 
joint application by the Chester Economic Development Authority (CEDA) and 
Delaware County for funds to support a community-driven transportation planning 
study for the major transportation corridors and surrounding neighborhoods of 
Chester City in southeastern Delaware County.  
 
Across two phases, Chester Connected will empower residents to unify decades of 
isolated planning efforts and establish a vision and action plan with shovel ready 
projects for their city. This will enable Chester and its regional partners, including 
SEPTA, to pursue additional funding quickly and efficiently from federal, state, and 
other sources. The resulting projects will create and improve safety, mobility, and 
access to local jobs in this historically disadvantaged community; the results of which 
will be felt across the region. 
 
Over the decades, numerous plans have been drafted to address the transportation 
issues in Chester. However, barriers continue to exist in pursuing the implementation 
of these plans due to incongruent visions between the capital stakeholders, business 
groups, and residents. This plan will seek to reconcile these differences and pursue 
plan implementation with shovel ready projects that will be meaningful for residents, 
businesses, and capital stakeholders alike. Such projects have the potential to better 
connect residents to employment opportunities in the city and commercial and 
recreational uses. This funding will allow Chester to develop an integrated 
transportation network by ensuring everyone is at the table to create a vision that will 
improve business and mobility conditions and encourage neighborhood revitalization.  
 
The City is designated as both an Area of Persistent Poverty and a Historical 
Disadvantaged Community. Chester City is financially distressed and under a 
receivership, limiting its ability to pursue solutions, particularly when seeking grants 
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that require matching funds. Ensuring safe, reliable, accessible multi-modal 
transportation is key to the City’s financial recovery and future success. This 
comprehensive transportation planning study with actionable solutions would support 
those goals, and ultimately mean long-term economic success for the City, businesses, 
and residents. 
 
With two Regional Rail Stations and seven bus routes serving Chester City, SEPTA 
provides vital mobility to City residents and employees traveling there for work. SEPTA 
is excited to be working with the Chester Economic Development Authority, City of 
Chester, and Delaware County on planning efforts to deliver meaningful transportation 
investments for the City.  
 
In recent years, SEPTA successfully partnered with the City of Philadelphia and 
PennDOT to complete a similar visioning study for Roosevelt Boulevard in Northeast 
Philadelphia that was funded by a U.S. DOT TIGER Planning Grant (the predecessor 
program to the current RAISE program). This study is a model of partnerships and 
community engagement that resulted in a plan that not only created a long-term 
vision but is resulting in immediate action and results – much like the goals of the 
project for the City of Chester. 
 
On behalf of SEPTA, we appreciate your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Leslie S. Richards 
General Manager and CEO 


