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Foreward 

in Pennsylvania 

A Master Plan and 
Needs Assessment 

Clean Air Council is pleased to present this copy of The East Coast Greenway In 
Pennsylvania Master Plan and Needs Assessment The purpose of this report is 
to monitor the development of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) in Pennsylvania, 
and to describe and disseminate information about the trail route and where ad
ditional support is needed for trail development efforts. This report also aims to 
create an understanding of the vision behind the ECG, and the positive effects 
the trail will bring to the Keystone State. The ECG is a national trail system that 
connects major cities along the East Coast with a multiple-use path, but the trail 
is developing incrementally, through local efforts like those occurring here in 
Pennsylvania. 

Each chapter in this East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania Master Plan and Needs 
Assessment will describe one of the 6 individual trail segments of the ECG in 
Pennsylvania, and its stage of development and planning. To gather the most 
accurate and up to date information available for each of these chapters, Clean 
Air Council mailed surveys and arranged meetings with trail advisors and gath
ered information during bi-monthly meetings of the Pennsylvania Committee of 
the East Coast Greenway Alliance. Clean Air Council is now working as the ad
ministrative agency of the Pennsylvania Committee and will be updating this re
port regularly to follow the progression of the trail in Pennsylvania as it moves 
from an on-road interim route to a finished off-road trail. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 1: The East Coast Greenway: A Trail Connecting Cities 

The East Coast Greenway (ECG) will connect cities along the Eastern seaboard of 
the United States from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida. Its multiple-use path 
and surrounding green corridor will carry people into East Coast cities like New 
York, Philadelphia, Richmond, and Miami, and smaller towns like Rocky Hill, Con
necticut and Awendaw, South Carolina. This bicycle and pedestrian trail will join 
other major East Coast thoroughfares to provide an arterial route for recreation, 
tourism, and commuting. Users of the ECG will enjoy a healthy, inexpensive way 
to travel though this unique region of natural and cultural interest. Locally, the 
trail will provide rural, suburban, and urban communities with a place to recreate 
with family and neighbors, and a way to draw visitors into their communities, 
spurring revitalization and increases in community livability. 

The concept of forming an off-road trail that connects cities along the East Coast 
of the United States began in the late 1980's, when East Coast Bicycle Confer
ence participants conceived of a trail connecting New York, Philadelphia, and 
Washington D.C. Since then, interest in healthy lifestyles and livable communi
ties has risen, opening the doors for the development of the East Coast Green
way. Around the world, individuals and communities are awakening to the bene
fits of short- and long-distance muscle-powered travel. Whether taking a week
end to bike from a big-city home into the fresh country air, or commuting by bi
cycle from a suburban home to a city business, car-free travel provides a trail 
user with exercise and stress-free quiet time, while working to alleviate local air 
pollution and road congestion. 

For communities along the Greenway, influxes of cyclists, in-line skaters, walk
ers, cross-country skiers, and runners leads to increased revenues as trail users 
stop to "refuel' in local restaurants, take a "pit stop" in local bicycle shops or 
sporting goods stores, and possibly take a tourist's "detour" to local museums, 
parks, or historical areas. For example, in one study, the National Park Service 
found that three rail trails--in Iowa, Florida, and California--contributed between 
$1.2 million and $1.9 million per year to their home communities. These accom
panying increases in local revenue can spawn economic development and revi
talization along a trail corridor. 

However, economic increases from Greenway-related spending are not the only 
benefits a community can expect to reap from the East Coast Greenway. Local 
residents of towns along the ECG will experience increases in community livabil
ity and quality of life that come from the beautification and revitalization of the 
~rea around the trail. One example of this type of benefit is along the Pinellas 
Trail in Florida, where store vacancy rates in one town along a trail corridor 
dropped from 35 percent to zero after the construction of the trail began in 
1990. For urban and rural areas whose community spirit and pride suffer from 
blight or economic disinvestment, a new greenway can have a positive effect on 
the lives of local residents. 
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To help bring these benefits to urban areas and small towns along the East 
Coast, the national East Coast Greenway Alliance works to spur local interest and 
support for the East Coast Greenway vision. With its home offices in Rhode Is
land, the national East Coast Greenway Alliance builds state entities in each of 
the 15 states the East Coast Greenway travels through. These state entities are 
made up of collections of trail advisors and activists who push locally for the de
velopment of their trail segment. 

Clean Air Council, firmly rooted in the history and development of bicycle and 
pedestrian rights, is the entity coordinating ECG efforts in the state. Clean Air 
Council is a member-supported, non-profit environmental organization dedicated 
to protecting everyone's right to breathe clean air. As the organization adminis
tering the ECG in Pennsylvania, and the chair of the Pennsylvania Committee of 
the national East Coast Greenway Alliance, Clean Air Council is bringing together 
local trail developers, regional environmentalists, and state officials to coordinate 
the development of each of the 6 Pennsylvania trail segments. 

The national East Coast Greenway Alliance provides coordination of local trail ef
forts, like those occurring in Pennsylvania, while setting the vision for the trail 
and the parameters for trail designation . The state organizers and the national 
East Coast Greenway Alliance work together to fuse local trail projects into an 
East Coast Greenway that resembles a "string of pearls." This type of develop
ment allows local trail segments to retain their identity and control, while provid
ing them with the strength and motivation of a national trail effort. 

Today the ECG has been designated a National Millennium Trail and has set the 
goal of completing the full 2,600 miles of ECG trail by 2010. The trail will be 
largely off-road, on smooth surface paths whenever possible, to allow bicyclists, 
wheelchair users, and skaters, as well as pedestrians, to use the ECG. However, 
as the ECG is a "trail connecting cities", there will be places, such as Philadelphia 
for example, where taking the trail off-road and away from automobiles is not an 
option. In cities along the East Coast, bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and urban parks 
will be used where necessary. 

Over 200 miles of ECG have been designated and clearly marked with East Coast 
Greenway signs, mostly in Maine and in Rhode Island. As more trails are com
pleted, maps, guides, and kiosks will be placed along the ECG to point out sites 
of interest and to encourage local trail development efforts. Today, those 200 
miles of designated trail make up 8% of the 2,600-mile ECG trail goal. As the 
trail develops here in Pennsylvania, and as interim on-road and permanent off
road sections of the East Coast Greenway begin to connect across the country, 
benefits to· quality of life, resident tiealth, and local economies will materialize. 
Soon, trail users across the country will move through Pennsylvania from Morris
ville to the Delaware state border, and the areas along the trail will reawaken to 
their history and to the possibilities for the future of their communities. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 2- The East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania: 
An Introduction to the Trail 

In Pennsylvania, the East Coast Greenway (ECG) will be divided into 6 major trail 
segments, beginning in Morrisville, on the Delaware River, then continuing 
through the Philadelphia metropolitan area, and finally ending at the Delaware 
state border. Whether making the trek from Maine to Florida or from neighbor
hood to neighborhood, bicyclists, pedestrians, skaters, and wheelchair users will 
enjoy the unique characters of each of these trail segments. Local residents and 
long distance travelers alike will see all that southeastern Pennsylvania has to 
offer as they follow the ECG across portions of Bucks, Philadelphia, and Delaware 
counties. 

What Southeastern Pennsylvania Brings to the East Coast Greenway 

Philadelphia and its adjacent counties contain some of the most historic areas in 
the United States, as well as areas of great natural beauty and cultural signifi
cance. These area assets, as well as the East Coast Greenway's connection of 
Philadelphia to Washington D.C. and New York, will introduce ECG users to the 
distinct place Pennsylvania holds within the busy Northeast Corridor. For exam
ple, Pennsylvania is well situated as a place for travelers to begin their 2,600-
mile ECG journey. Whether arriving with bicycles from overseas into Philadelphia 
International Airport, or into Philadelphia's 30th Street Station on an Amtrak train, 
the variety of transportation options available on this section of trail could label 
Pennsylvania as the "Keystone State" in the ECG. 

Once the off-road trail is in use, running mostly adjacent to the Delaware and 
Schuylkill Rivers, it will not be difficult to keep ECG tourists coming back to ex
plore more of Pennsylvania. Plans are already in place for the ECG in Pennsyl
vania to intersect with other local trails, such as the Schuylkill River Trail, Dela
ware-Lehigh Canal Trail, Perkiomen Trail, Liberty Bell Trail, and portions of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PENNDOT) Bicycle PA on-road trail 
system, to move East Coast Greenway users west, into the heart of the state. 

The ECG's connections with local Philadelphia trails and parklands such as the 
Cobb's Creek Trail, the Wissahickon Trail, the Pennypack Creek Trail, and Fair
mount Park, will work to show-off area efforts to preserve greenspace. Bicy
clists will also be interested in exploring Philadelphia using the Philadelphia Bicy
cle Network, developed by the Philadelphia Department of Streets. The Bicycle 
Network is a grid of bike lanes and bike-friendly thoroughfares throughout the 
City. Copies of the Philadelphia Bicycle Network map can be found at most bicy
cle shops in Philadelphia and on the Philadelphia Department of Streets website 
at www.phila.gov/streets. Bicycle-friendly streets, as well as Philadelphia's his
torical and culinary attractions, will help the City of Brotherly Love attract car
free tourists who will be eager to explore the city rated by Bicycling Magazine as 
one of the top 10 most bicycle-friendly cities in the United States and Canada 
(1999). 
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How the East Coast Greenway Benefits Southeastern Pennsylvania 

By linking the ECG in Pennsylvania to local trails and statewide bicycle routes 
from Morrisville to the Pennsylvania/Delaware state line, community benefits will 
begin to materialize in the towns and neighborhoods along the trail corridor. The 
addition of the ECG venue for automobile-free travel will provide an opportunity 
to make life better for local residents. Community pride and increases in resi
dent health and quality of life are all additional benefits of bringing a bicycle and 
pedestrian trail into an area. The East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania will be 
no exception as it provides local residents with a safe, low cost venue for relaxa
tion, recreation, exercise, and day-to-day travel. 

Like much of the Northeast Corridor, development in the Philadelphia area paral
leled the industrial boom and immigrant influx that took place from the turn of 
the twentieth century through World War II. Many main streets and parks, 
which once were the heart of area neighborhoods and towns, were abandoned 
for high-speed corridors aimed at funneling automobile traffic. This car-focused 
development has adversely affected the quality of life of residents left with no 
safe places to walk, bicycle, or chat with other neighbors. The shift from main 
streets to car corridors has also isolated elderly and infirm populations and added 
one more barrier to the ability of local residents to lead a healthy, active lifestyle. 

Another benefit of the ECG in Pennsylvania is the opportunity to provide thou
sands of local residents with an inexpensive, car-free commuting route. This will 
increase the quality of life of local commuters now forced to endure hours of 
bumper-to-bumper traffic and will alleviate road congestion. The ECG route in 
Pennsylvania will open up a f'1eW "bike-to-work" route for the area's major em
ployers such as· the Philadelphia International Airport and the United Parcel Ser
vice (UPS), and will work to attract major companies to the area in the future 
who are looking for added amenities to sustain employee satisfaction. 

The ECG will also enhance efforts already underway in southeastern Pennsyl
vania to revitalize and beautify area towns and cities. Pennsylvania's Keystone 
Opportunity Zones, or undeveloped areas where the state offers tax incentives to 
attract businesses, is a perfect example of how the ECG will benefit already exist
ing revitalization programs in the state. These Keystone Opportunity Zones 
crisscross the ECG route several times, adding yet another incentive to perspec
tive employers who can now offer a bicycle commuting route or lunch-time 
recreation area to workers. Also, this safe, car-free commuter route will not only 
attract business and keep employees healthy, but will work to alleviate conges
tion on the area's already overburdened road system. 

The Pennsylvania Committee of the National East Coast Greenway Alliance 

A group of dedicated individuals and organizations is developing each of the 6 
East Coast Greenway trail segments in Pennsylvania. These individuals work to
gether to study, plan, fund, and construct their specific trail section. Collectively, 
though, they make up the Pennsylvania Committee of the East Coast Greenway 
Alliance. Chaired by Clean Air Council, a regional, non-profit environmental or
ganization dedicated to protecting everyone's right to breathe clean air, the 
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Pennsylvania Committee is working to unite individual trail segment efforts to the 
national East Coast Greenway e~deavor. 

The Interim Route 

As of the first edition of this report, released in the fall of 2001, the Pennsylvania 
Committee has identified a proposed interim on-road route for the ECG. This 
proposed interim route will correspond with the proposed Pennsylvania Depart
ment of Transportation (PENNDOT) Bicycle PA Route E, a North-South on-road 
bicycle route. When formally approved by the Pennsylvania Committee, this 
proposed on-road interim route will be marked as interim ECG with signs and 
other ECG amenities. The Pennsylvania Committee is excited about the designa
tion of the interim ECG route as it will help to spur interest and create support 
for the permanent off-road ECG in Pennsylvania. The proposed interim route will 
also work to allow local residents to see some of the benefits of having the ECG 
in their area. Due its bicycle-focused design, however, pedestrian access on the 
interim ECG will not be ideal. The Pennsylvania Committee is looking into alter
nate pedestrian routes and other solutions to alleviate this problem. 

The Permanent Route 

As the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania develops, sections of trail will move 
off road and onto side paths that separate ECG users from automobile traffic. 
The national East Coast Greenway Alliance set a goal of having 80% of the East 
Coast Greenway route off-road. These off-road sections will be landscaped and 
signed to designate the trail as ECG. Information kiosks and benches will allow 
ECG users to learn about efforts surrounding their section of trail and ways to 
support the ECG at the national and local level. 

The Six Sections of the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania 

Delaware River Heritage Trail 

The first section of the ECG in Pennsylvania will follow the path of the Delaware 
River Heritage Trail (DRHT), a 50-mile loop of bicycle and pedestrian trails 
planned to highlight areas of historical significance and natural beauty along the 
coast of the Delaware River in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The National Park 
Service administers the DRHT and, therefore, this section of ECG. Smaller sub
sections within this trail portion are being developed and supported by the 
Friends of the Delaware Canal, the Bucks County Parks Division, the Delaware 
River Heritage Trail Committee, the City of Philadelphia Streets Department, and 
the Fairmount Park Commission. In its proposed interim on-road form, the 
Delaware River Heritage Trail and ECG do not overlap. However, when this sec
tion of trail is complete, the permanent off-road ECG in Pennsylvania will overlap 
with the Pennsylvania portion of the Delaware River Heritage Trail. 

Kensington & Tacony Trail 

The Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) administers this second section of 
ECG in Pennsylvania, the Kensington & Tacony Trail. This section of the East 
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Coast Greenway, when complete in approximately 3-5 years, will use the retired 
rail bed of the Kensington & Tacony Branch Railroad, on-road bicycle lanes, and 
off-road side paths to run approximately 4.5 miles along highly industrialized ar
eas adjacent to the Delaware River. Beginning in the Tacony neighborhood of 
Philadelphia and ending on Delaware Avenue bicycle lanes in the Kensington 
area, this section of ECG gives out-of-town travelers a glimpse of life in the 
"Greater Northeast" area of Philadelphia. In addition, when complete, the K&T 
Trail will give local residents some well-needed greenspace and access to the 
Delaware River. 

Philadelphia City Trail 

The Philadelphia City Trail begins at Delaware Avenue on the shore of the Dela
ware River. This section of ECG is administered by the City of Philadelphia 
Streets Department and will be entirely on-road as it runs 2.5 miles through the 
heart of Center City Philadelphia. For now, the proposed interim ECG route will 
use bicycle lanes and sidewalks on Delaware Avenue to bring users near the 
Penn's Landing waterfront. From here, Spruce Street moves trail users through 
some of the most beautiful historic areas of the City of Brotherly Love. In the 
future, this section of ECG will use Spring Garden Street bike lanes to give bicy
clists the safest and most direct route through Philadelphia. Also in the future, 
the ECG Will offer alternate historic, cultural, and pedestrian routes for visitors 
who wish to use a less-direct and slower-paced route to move through Philadel
phia. 

Tidal Schuylkill River Trail 

The Tidal Schuylkill River Trail takes the East Coast Greenway through the re
mainder of Center City Philadelphia and into West Philadelphia for the next 7 
miles. This trail segment is coordinated by Schuylkill River Development Council, 
who works to manage open space and unify communities on both sides of the 
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia. The Tidal Schuylkill River Trail segment is broken 
up into East and West Bank subsections. The East Bank: Schuylkill River Park 
subsection of trail begins at Schuylkill River Park, which is being constructed by 
the City of Philadelphia Streets Department and will, when complete, be man
aged by the Fairmount Park Commission. Taking over what is now abandoned 
or industrial riverbank from the Philadelphia Museum of Art to Spruce Street, the 
Schuylkill River Development Council and the Philadelphia Streets Department 
will begin construction on this riverside park during the fall of 2001. 

The Tidal Schuylkill River Trail will then move over the Schuylkill River to begin 
its West Bank: Botanic Trail subsection, which is .administered by Historic Bar
tram's Garden and Campbell Thomas & Company. On this subsection of trail, 
users will continue along the West Bank of the Schuylkill River until reaching His
toric Bartram's Garden, American's oldest arboretum. Until the off-road trail is 
constructed, the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail will use the Philadelphia Bicycle Net
work to move down the East and West Banks of the Schuylkill River from Center 
City to Historic Bartram's Garden. 
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Tinicum-Fort ,Mifflin Loop Trail 

At Historic Bartram's Garden, the Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Loop Trail segment of the 
East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania begins. This section of trail, coordinated 
by the National ·Park Service, will encompass a wide variety of terrain in West 
and Southwest Philadelphia and Tinicum Township. Moving from residential and 
commercial areas, to the nation's largest urban wildlife reserve, to a Revolution
ary War fort, to the Philadelphia International Airport and its surrounding small 
towns, this section of Greenway in Pennsylvania is truly unique. In the future, 
trail designers hope to take the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail almost entirely off
road from Historic Bartram's Garden down the West Bank of the Schuylkill River 
to the airport, where the trail will meet the Delaware River. 

Route 291-13 Corridor 

The final segment of the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania is the Route 
291/13 Corridor, administered by the Delaware County Planning Department and 
the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce. Passing small towns, light and 
heavy industries, and urban and suburban neighborhoods, this segment of ECG 
can bring many benefits to the areas it passes through. The proposed interim 
ECG route will stay on Routes 291 and 13 as it moves through Essington, 
Trainer, Marcus Hook, Chester, and into the state of Delaware. In the future, 
however, this section of trail will move on and off-road, taking advantage of the 
Delaware waterfront, which is, at present, mostly occupied by both active and . 
abandoned industrial sites. 

Conclusion 

There are many challenges standing in the way of the long-term vision of the 
East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania. Each of the six trail segments in south
eastern Pennsylvania has its own unique characteristics, advantages, and obsta
cles to overcome. It is the aim of Clean Air Council and the Pennsylvania Com
mittee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance to combine the efforts of 
local trail designers who are working to overcome these obstacles, and to gener
ate support for the ECG in the neighborhoods and municipalities along the trail 
corridor. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 3: Delaware River Heritage Trail 
• Subsections: Delaware Canal State Park, Bristol Spur Line Park, State Road in 

Bucks County, State Road in Philadelphia, Pennypack Park 
• Trail maps at end of chapter 

In Pennsylvania, the first 23 miles of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) will overlap 
a bicycle and pedestrian loop trail already under development along the Dela
ware River. This National Park Service project, known as the Delaware River 
Heritage Trail (DRHT), will be a 50-mile bicycle and pedestrian loop along both 
sides of the Delaware River from Trenton, New Jersey to Philadelphia, Pennsyl
vania. This is the first section of ECG in Pennsylvania for those coming into to 
the state from New Jersey. There is no doubt that, when complete, the trail that 
develops from the symbiotic relationship between the DRHT and the ECG will 
leave a lasting impression on local residents in the area, as well as visitors. Us
ers will enjoy riding and walking on the canal towpath, retired rail beds, on-road 
bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and riverside trails as they weave their way to Philadel
phia along the Delaware River. 

Efforts behind the Delaware River 
Heritage Trail first began in 1996 

.Y through the National Park Ser
vice's Rivers, Trails, and Conserva
tion Assistance Program, and 
through the designation of this 
area as part of the Delaware
Lehigh National Heritage Corridor 
in 1988. The National Park Service 
coordinates the DRHT project and 
works with the Pennsylvania 
Committee of the national East 
Coast Greenway Alliance to sup
port the development of the mul
tiple-use trail in this area . The 
National Park Service also works 
with other state and local organi
zations such as the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, the Bucks 
County Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Fairmount Park 

The Delaware River Heritage Trail Corridor Today Commission, and the Friends of 
the Delaware Canal on the DRHT 

project. Like the ECG, the · DRHT hopes to bring new life into local Delaware 
River communities by connecting neighborhood residents and visitors to the his
toric and scenic opportunities at their doorstep. 
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This area of southeastern Pennsylvania has proven attractive to everyone from 
Native Americans and early European settlers to immigrants and suburbanites. 
ECG and DRHT users will learn about the history of the area, including the major 
Revolutionary War campaigns fought from Philadelphia to Trenton, New Jersey, 
the development of the Lehigh-Delaware Canal, and the birth of modern subur
bia in Tullytown and neighboring Levittown. Users will join local residents who 
already enjoy the quiet areas of parkland and early American country estates 
along the river, as well as the food, lodging, and entertainment found in Bucks 
County towns adjacent to the trail. 

In addition, many Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) 
Regional Rail Line stations crisscross this section of DRHT and ECG, tnaking for 
easy commuting to local attractions and places of business. Connections to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Trenton, New Jersey can be made on the SEPTA 
R7 Regional Rail Line at the Bristol, Cornwell Heights, Levittown, Eddington, and 
Croydon SEPTA stations, which all lie adjacent to the DRHT section of the East 
Coast Greenway. 

East Coast Greenway organizers hope that combining DRHT efforts with those of 
the ECG will catalyze the development of this pedestrian and bicycle path 
through this portion of Bucks County. For the ECG, this area presents a specific 
challenge as the vision for an on-road interim ECG route develops. Although this 
segment will always be known as the DRHT section of ECG in Pennsylvania, dur
ing development, the DRHT and ECG trails will actually diverge. The Pennsyl
vania Committee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance will designate an 
on-road interim route to match efforts in other East Coast Greenway states, 
while the National Park Service will continue to work towards its goal of complet
ing an off-road trail without designating a temporary on-road route. 

As developers complete portions of this segment of trail, pieces of the two trails 
will begin to overlap, with the goal of eventually matching entirely from the Cal
houn Street Bridge in Morrisville to the Tacony area of Northeastern Philadelphia. 
In Tacony, the ECG will continue toward Center City, Philadelphia and onto its 
next section of trail, the Kensington & Tacony Trail. Once in Philadelphia, 
though, the DRHT will cross into New Jersey via the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, to 
loop its way back up to Trenton. The National Park Service works toward its 
goals for the DRHT in cooperation with an advisory committee comprised of resi
dents, non-profit groups, municipalities, and local and state agencies to coordi
nate, deveh;>p, and monitor the many independent projects that make up the 
DRHT. Local municipalities, for example, such as Bensalem Township and the 
Borough of Bristol, are beginning to develop bicycle and pedestrian plans for 
their communities that will be coordinated with the DRHT vision. 

For the purposes of the development of the ECG in Pennsylvania, there are 5 dif
ferent subsections of the DRHT. These 5 subsections are all in different stages 
of development and are controlled by different advisors, with the National Park 
Service serving as overall coordinator. This report will, therefore, consider each 
subsection separately so as to provide as much detail as possible on each indi
vidual project. 
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Delaware Canal State Park 

When complete, the first 10.5 miles of ECG in Pennsylvania will run through the 
southernmost portion of Delaware Canal State Park. Encompassing the 60-mile 
long Delaware Canal, which runs from Easton to Bristol, this state park holds a 
tremendous amount of history. The Delaware Canal is flanked by a packed dirt 
and gravel towpath already in use by approximately one million people every 
year who come from all over the tri-state area and the country. This section of 
trail is owned and maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Historic and Mu
seum Commission, Friends of the Delaware Canal, and the Bucks County De
partment of Parks and Recreation. 

Although the canal towpath is currently in use, there are five places where it is 
simply cut off by obstructions while the canal water is filtered through pipes and 
under bridges. Presently, these obstructions require users to creatively find their 
way around major roads, railroad tracks, and a strip-mall parking lot. Despite 
these obstacles, local residents from Easton to Bristol use the canal towpath for 
recreation and car-free commuting, however, the interim route of the ECG will 

- bypass Delaware Canal State Park completely, until these obstacles are safely 
averted. Those involved in the development of the Delaware Canal State Park 
and the DRHT project are actively working to address these obstacles and allevi
ate the safety issues that confront canal towpath users of today. When these 
efforts are complete, the ECG will move permanently onto the Delaware Canal 
State Park towpath. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

For safety reasons, the proposed on-road interim ECG route will bypass the Dela
ware Canal State Park altogether until its obstacles are addressed. Until that 
time, the proposed ECG interim route, will follow the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation's proposed Bicycle PA Route E, an on-road bicycle route. 

Both the interim and permanent route begin at the historic Calhoun Street Bridge 
in Morrisville, PA, where ECG users are granted a rewarding view of the Dela
ware River. Trail users can walk their bicycles over the Delaware River using the 
6-foot sidewalks that sit on either side of the bridge's central roadway. Once in 
Morrisville, the proposed interim route moves onto North Pennsylvania Avenue, a 
two-lane road with little shoulder, but pleasant views of the Delaware River. The 
interim route then takes North Pennsylvania Avenue to Tyburn Road to New Ford 
Mills Road. Weekdays on New Ford Mills Road tend to be dominated by heavy 
truck traffic from a nearby landfill. 

The interim ECG route next turns on to Bordentown Road, which travels across 
Van Sciver Lake. Once across Van Sciver Lake, the ECG route turns onto Old 
Bristol Pike in Tullytown. Using this route, ECG users are taken close to Penns
bury Manor, the first of three historic county estates of wealthy Philadelphian's 
on this section of trail. Once through Tullytown, the interim route turns onto 
North Radcliff Street to make its way into Bristol. In Bristol, Radcliff Street turns 
into a tree-lined, historic street with a lively waterfront. 
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The Trail Tomorrow-The Permanent Route 

In the future, this ECG subsection will weave its way from Morrisville to Bristol 
without interruption or delay on the packed gravel surface of the Delaware Canal 
State Park Canal towpath. Beginning just off of the historic Calhoun Street Bridge 
in Morrisville, ECG users will be greeted by a Delaware River Heritage Trail Visi
tors Center, which will provide t rail users with information on the DRHT and ECG. 
Following easy to see ECG signs, users will move along the canal, reading ECG 
and DRHT informational kiosks and signs that mark places of natural or historical 
import. Benches and greenspace will invite travelers to picnic or take a rest from 
their journey. 

Trail Highlights 

First on the list of highlights in this history-packed section of the East Coast 
Greenway is the historic Calhoun Street Bridge. Since the late 1800's, this par
ticular bridge has carried travelers across the Delaware River from Trenton, New 
Jersey to Morrisville. Spanning 1,280 feet, the Calhoun Street Bridge was built 
by the Phoenixville Bridge Company in 60 days after its wooden predecessor was 
destroyed by fire in 1884. This wrought iron bridge is one of the few surviving 
long bridges of its type and may be the longest "Phoenix-style" bridge still open 
to traffic. It is also the second oldest bridge on the Delaware River, behind Roe
bling's Lackawaxen Aqueduct. 

The major highlight along this section of trail is the Delaware Canal itself. 
Through its connection with the Lehigh Navigation Canal in Easton, the Delaware 
Canal provided a convenient and economical means of transporting coal, steel, 
goods, and people to Philadelphia and other areas on the eastern seaboard. 
Since its completion in 1832, mules used the canal towpath to pull barges along 
the 60-mile canal, through 23 locks, and a vertical rise of 165 feet. After becom
ing a state park in 1940, the canal went on to become a Registered National His
toric Landmark, and a National Heritage Hiking Trail. 

On the canal towpath, the ECG first moves through the town of Morrisville, a 
town of about 10,000 people, steeped in American history. Morrisville was 
named for Robert Morris, one of only two men who signed the three principal 
documents of the nation's founding, the Declaration of Independence, the Arti
cles of Confederation, and the United States Constitution. Morrisville is also the 
location of the Greystone Site, which marks William Penn's first Pennsylvania 
land purchase from the Lenni-Lenape people, Summerseat, the home of Robert 
Morris and headquarters of General George Washington during the Revolutionary 
War, as well as the first Court House in Bucks County. 

The next highlight is Pennsbury Manor, the first of the large riverside manors 
built by important area families on this section of trail. Built in 1683, on the 
shore of the Delaware near Tullytown, the estate now houses a recreation of Wil
liam Penn's original Georgian country manor home. The manor is surrounded by 
approximately a dozen outbuildings, as well as gardens and livestock bred to re- · 
semble historic breeds. Construction efforts on the new Pennsbury Manor began 
in 1932 after the estate fell into ruin over the centuries since Penn's habitation. 
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A different type of history awaits ECG users in Tullytown and its neighbor Levit
town, which lie just south of Pennsbury Manor. Both the permanent and pro
posed interim ECG routes pass through Tullytown and nearby Levittown, which 
are world famous as the original guinea pigs for 1950's suburban development. 
These towns show some of the best examples of mid-20th century suburbia in 
existence. 

Needs Assessment 

The obvious place to begin assessing the needs of this subsection of ECG is to 
begin with the obstructions to the Delaware Canal itself. These obstructions 
presently confuse and discourage trail users. The National Park Service, Penn
sylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Friends of the 
Delaware Canal, and others are studying a variety of tactics for averting the vari
ous canal obstructions. 

Delaware Canal State Park, the Delaware-Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, and 
Friends of the Delaware Canal received a grant to study ways to avert the first 
obstruction to the canal, where it abruptly ends at Tyburn Road. Last February, 
the RBA group held a design workshop to explore ways to overcome another ob
stacle, where the canal towpath ends at Route 13. At this juncture, the canal 
towpath ends and users must cross over the many lanes of Route 13 to rejoin 
the towpath on the other side of this high-traffic road. Trail designers are also 
looking at the possibility of installing a pedestrian overpass at this junction to 
avoid this safety hazard. Finally, the Friends of the Delaware Canal, the Dela
ware-Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, and a private developer are looking at 
ways to ease the confusion caused by the towpath's abrupt end at the Levittown 
Shopping Center parking lot. 

Currently, many informational signs and historical markers along the Delaware 
Canal are outdated or worn, and should be replaced either by the DRHT or ECG. 
Signage for the proposed interim route is another recognizable need along this 
section of trail. A kiosk or other informational display may also be needed at the 
Calhoun Street Bridge in Morrisville to introduce users to the plans for the DRHT 
and the ECG in Pennsylvania. 

Bristol Spur Line Park 

The next ECG subsection of Delaware River Heritage Trail is Bristol Spur Line 
Park. Moving through the center of town on the old Conrail Bristol Spur Line rail 
bed, the ECG runs through approximately 1 mile of this 2.5-mile park. This rail
trail brings users through the neighborhoods of local Bristol residents on a sur
face of well-maintained asphalt, making for easy use by the East Coast Green
way. On this section of trail, commuters will enjoy a connection to the SEPTA R7 
Regional Rail Line at Garden and Beaver Streets. The R7 line connects Philadel
phia to Trenton, where service continues via New Jersey Transit to New York 
City. 
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The Trail Today - An Interim Route 

The Bristol Spur Line Park section of ECG today, unfortunately, bypasses Bristol 
Spur Line Park. To connect to other proposed interim on-road route sections of 
ECG, this section of trail will move in Bristol from historic Radcliff Street to Otter 
Street, which will connect the trail to River Road. Presently, the park weaves 
through the neighborhoods, developed areas, and parklands of Bristol. The as
phalt path is dotted with benches and landscaping and is well maintained by the 
Borough of Bristol. 

The Trail Tomorrow - The Permanent Route 

In the future, this section of ECG will run entirely through the last mile of the 
2.5-mile long Bristol Spur Line Park. The park will have additional signage and 
informational kiosks, which will elaborate on the historical significance of the 
area and alert users to the presence of the ECG. The Borough of Bristol is also 
developing a city trail plan to further integrate bicycle planning into their com
munity. 

Trail Highlights 

In Bristol, visitors will enjoy the historic areas of Radcliff Street and the 
surrounding historic district, which lies directly off of the Delaware River. 
Although catering to a different clientele, the waterfront in Bristol is as alive 
today as it was during its shipbuilding and trade days thanks to the presence of a 
waterfront park, summer concerts, historic homes, and a theater overlooking the . 
water. 
The waterfront in Bristol also offers views of New Jersey and is the centerpiece 
in the surrounding historic district, which holds over 300 historic residential and 
commercial buildings, some of which date back to the early 18th century. The 
Historic District encompasses the original town, which was laid out in 1697, and 
surrounding residential areas. The architectural styles here reflect Bristol's col
ored history first as Quaker settlement, and later as a commercial, industrial, and 
transportation center. 

One of the many historical highlights worth mentioning in Bristol is the Grundy 
Mills complex, which once housed the William H. Grundy Company. While the 
mill complex is not open to the public, it consists of a number of milling, storage, 
and power buildings that can be viewed from the outside. The complex was 
constructed over a 55-year period and contains buildings ranging in height from 
one to seven stories. The most recognizable building in the complex is the clock 
tower, which dates from 1911. At its production height in 1919, the G~undy Mill 
complex employed more than 850 workers substantiating its importance as the 
county's largest employer. The mills were a major force in Bristol during the 
early 20th century, when they employed approximately 30 percent of the town's 
industrial workforce. 

The community that surrounds Bristol's historic area varies widely from small 
town streets to suburban developments and industrial and commercial areas. 
Travelers coming into Bristol will find places here to fix their bicycles or purchase 
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a new pair of walking shoes. Family restaurants and eateries are scattered 
throughout Bristol and are eager to serve hungry out-of-towners. 

Needs Assessment 

Recently, the Borough of Bristol received funding for developing and extending 
the Bristol Spur Line Park. Two of these grants are: 

• $46,000 - State of Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources - to further develop a half-mile segment of the Spur Line Park 
Trail. 

• $100,000- State of Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natu
ral Resources - to complete development of the Bristol Spur Line Exten
sion Riverfront North Section trail system. 

In the future, additional funding will be needed for the placement of benches 
and landscaping as well as ECG signage and kiosks throughout Bristol Spur Line 
Park. There may be opportunities for private funding for this section of ECG due 
to its proximity to the downtown area. Using local businesses to sponsor sec
tions of trail for up-keep and maintenance costs, as well as the construction of 
kiosks and benches, would reinforce the connection of the ECG to the town and 
help to alert travelers to businesses in Bristol. 

State Road in Bucks County 

The third ECG subsection to the DRHT runs approximately 7.8 miles from the 
edge of the Bristol to the Philadelphia County line at Poquessing Creek. The area 
along the Delaware from Bristol to Poquessing Creek was once known for its 
natural beauty and was used throughout Philadelphia's history for the location of 
country estates and summer homes of wealthy families. Some of these great 
estates remain on both the Pennsylvania and New Jersey sides of the river and, 
when complete, the East Coast Greenway will allow local residents and travelers 
to vfew these majestic homes up close. Two historical estates, Andalusia and 
Pen Ryn, lie on this subsection of trail, as well as Neshaminy State Park, which 
offers hiking and rewarding views of the Delaware River and Neshaminy Creek. 

Despite the presence of these grand historical reminders, many of the towns and 
residential areas around this vicinity are disconnected from the natural and his
torical beauty of their community. In fact, the feeling one often gets on this sec
tion of ECG today is one of frustration over missed opportunities and anticipation 
for plans for the future. On State and River Roads, the beauty of the Delaware is 
often lost behind large commercial buildings or goes unnoticed due to the car
focused development of the area. As part of the plans for the ECG and the 
DRHT, this subsection of trail will one day move off of State and River Roads and 
onto a multiple-use path beside the Delaware River for most of the trail's 7 .a
mile run. Trail designers also hope that users on this section of trail will use the 
connection to SEPTA's R7 Regional Rail Line at the Cornwells Heights station at 
State Avenue. 
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The Trail Today -An Interim Route 

Connecting to River Road from Otter Street, ECG bicyclists will find a pleasant 
bicycling experience along this two lane commercial road. Like most of this sec
tion, however, this road is lacking in pedestrian accommodations. The proposed 
interim route will stay on River Road, following the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation's proposed Bicycle PA Route E, until it reaches Croydon. Near the 
Southern edge of Croydon, the proposed interim route turns inland on 4th Street, 
which it takes to State Road. 

On State Road, the proposed interim route will cross over the Neshaminy Creek 
and pass the main entrance to Neshaminy State Park near Dunks Ferry Road. 
After passing Neshaminy State Park, this section of trail will stay on State Road 
through the outskirts of the Cornwells Heights area. The proposed interim route 
will also pass the two historic estates of Pen Ryn and Andalusia on its way to the 
Philadelphia County line. 

The Trail Tomorrow- A Permanent Route 

With DRHT organizers at the helm, plans are in place to work with local commu
nities and businesses in the area to bring this subsection of trail off-road. Both 
the DRHT developers and the Pennsylvania Committee of the national East Coast 
Greenway Alliance hope to keep this section of trail on a riverfront multiple-use 
path as much as possible from Bristol to Poquessing Creek. At Neshaminy State 
Park, this permanent off-road trail will join other bicycle and pedestrian pathways 
within the park, traversing woodlands, picnic areas, and wetlands. · In the park, 
the trail will cross the Neshaminy Creek on a newly constructed pedestrian 
bridge and then continue down the Delaware Shoreline until it reaches the Phila
delphia County border at Poquessing Creek. 

Trail Highlights 

First among the highlights of the State Road in Bucks County subsection of trail 
is the Pen Ryn Mansion. The mansion has occupied the banks of the Delaware 
River for over 250 years. This breathtaking mansion, with its 2,000-foot, tree
lined drive, manicured gardens and river views, truly captures the charm of a 
bygone era of great estates on the Delaware River. Abraham Bickley, a wealthy 
merchant and colonial alderman, built the first section of the enormous main 
house in 1744. After years of disrepair and abandonment, the great estate was 
purchased and restored to its original grandeur. Now listed on the National Reg
ister of Historic Places, Pen Ryn offers group tours, as well as reception, and 
conference space. 

Andalusia, the next great Delaware River estate house, is located only a few 
miles down State Road from the Pen Ryn mansion. Andalusia was the estate of 
Nicholas Biddle, one of 19th century America's most prominent and powerful 
bankers. Construction began in 1797 on the main house, which was later ex
panded in both 1806 and 1835. The imposing estate house, which provides one 
of the finest examples of domestic Greek Revival architecture in the United 
States, takes full advantage of the 100-plus acre~ of surrounding natural wood-
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lands and gardens. Like many of the great houses along the Delaware, however, 
admission to Andalusia is available by pre-arranged reservation only. 

The next high point on this section of ECG and DRHT is Neshaminy State Park. 
Neshaminy State Park contains a marina, 4 miles of bicycle and hiking trails, 
popular picnic areas, and a swimming pool within its 330 acres. The land in and 
around Neshaminy Creek, which today makes up Neshaminy State Park, was 
given to the state of Pennsylvania in 1956, but was in use much further back into 
history. In 1679, for example, Mr. Dunken Williams used to operate a ferry 
across the Neshaminy Creek. Today, Dunks Ferry Road, his namesake, forms 
the eastern boundary of the park and is one of the oldest roads in Pennsylvania. 

Even further back in history, Native Americans used the unique inter-tidal area at 
the base of the Neshaminy Creek for trapping fish . Standing at the point where 
the Delaware River and Neshaminy Creek meet, trail users can see the only tidal 
estuary in the state of Pennsylvania. Watching the tide rise or fall an inch a 
minute on the shores of the Delaware provides opportunities for lessons in natu
ral, Native American, and American histories for ECG users . 

. Needs Assessment 

In the short-term, funding for this section of the East Coast Greenway will be 
needed to designate River and State Roads as interim East Coast Greenway. 
Furthermore, Bensalem Township, where most of this section of trail resides, is 
conducting a township Trail Development Study to investigate places for bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements. Possible collaborations should be examined to aid 
this process and to secure cooperation between the DRHT, ECG, and Bensalem 
Township efforts. In the future, needs for this section of trail will become more 
easily quantifiable as major phases in the construction of the off-road trail begin. 

State Road in Philadelphia 

On this subsection of trail, which runs approximately 2.5 miles, the ECG crosses 
Poquessing Creek and moves into Philadelphia County. Once across Poquessing 
Creek and in Philadelphia, ECG users can see the historic Glen Foerd. After the 
estate, however, on State Road and then on Torresdale Avenue, much of the 
available greenspace in the area is isolated. On this subsection of trail, many 
construction and planning issues develop as the trail moves through areas of 
more highly concentrated residential and commercial development. In the long 
run, however, the addition of the permanent ECG off-road trail to this area will 
benefit the residents of the single-family homes and apartments complexes that 
run next to the river. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

The proposed interim ECG route follows State Road out of Bucks County and into 
Philadelphia at Poquessing Creek. The route then turns Inland at Linden Avenue 
to cross over Interstate 95 to reach Torresdale Avenue, which the proposed in
terim route stays on throughout the remainder of this section. As part of the 
Philadelphia Bicycle Network, the Philadelphia Streets Department plans to mark 
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Torresdale Avenue with bicycle lanes in the near future, improving an already 
pleasant riding experience. 

Before turning off of Linden Avenue and onto Torresdale Avenue, interim trail 
users should be encouraged to stop and rest at an area of greenspace on the 
Delaware waterfront. This small park, owned by the Philadelphia Water Depart
ment, contains small ponds and is a popular local fishing spot. 

The Trail Tomorrow - The Permanent Route 

Crossing Poquessing Creek on a new footbridge, DRHT organizers are hoping to 
keep the trail off-road and on the shore of the Delaware River as much as possi
ble. Continuing through northeastern Philadelphia, the trail will meander through 
riverfront properties owned by the City of Philadelphia, areas of greenspace, and 
other areas occupied by large residential developments, such as condominiums 
and apartment complexes. This section of trail will change dramatically in the 
future as the trail moves off of State Road and Torresdale Avenue and onto an 
asphalt side path, changing the character of the shoreline of the Delaware River 
and the lives of local residents forever. 

Trail Highlights 

Trail users on this section of the DRHT and ECG will first have the opportunity to 
enjoy Poquessing Creek. For centuries, the area at the meeting of the Delaware 
River and Poquessing Creek has attracted human activity, including Native 
Americans and early American settlers. Later in history, this area was actually 
surveyed as the possible site of William Penn's city, Philadelphia. Instead, the 
city moved downriver and the man who surveyed the land for the construction of 
Penn's city, and some of his associates, made their homesteads here. 

During the mid-1800's, as wealthy Philadelphia families constructed large country 
estates in the area, this location attracted the eyes of Charles Malacaster, an ad
visor to eight presidents from Andrew Jackson to Ulysses S. Grant. Mr. Mala
caster built his summer home here in 1853 in the Italianate-style house. He 
named the mansion, Glengarry, after his ancestral seat in Scotland. A con
gressman, Robert Foerdere later purchased the estate in 1893 and changed its 
name to Glen Foerd. Mr. Foerdere enlarged the grounds to 18 acres and trans
formed the estate into an Edwardian country house complete with a traditional 
English garden. 

Today, the estate hosts scheduled tours as well as concerts, auto shows, and 
murder mysteries. Inside visitors can observe a collection of paintings by artists 
such as Rembrandt, Constable, and Monet, as well as oriental rugs and antique 
furn iture. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Glen Foerd is the 
last surviving riverfront estate open to the public in Philadelphia. It stands as a 
testament to the history of this area and the influence of families who lived here. 

Needs Assessment 

A large transition is needed to fulfill the promises held by the permanent ECG 
and DRHT for this section of trail. City-owned properties and the high density of 
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residential and commercial development along the shore of the Delaware in this 
area raise development issues unique to this section of trail. Large develop
ments of condominiums and streets of single-family homes and row homes, as 
well as automobile-oriented development, mark this section of trail and present 
repeated challenges to trail developers. 

Fairmount Park Commission, who own the land around Poquessing Creek, and 
Bensalem Township have completed a vegetation survey and a cursory layout for 
a pedestrian trail along the Creek. This survey includes a look at the riverfront 
property used by the East Coast Greenway. Plans for the improvement of 
Poquessing Creek include the construction of a pedestrian trail route running 
along the banks of the creek, perpendicular to the Delaware. In 1997, The Wil
liam Penn Foundation awarded the Fairmount Park Commission part of a 5-year 
$26 million grant for the development of Poquessing Park along the banks of 
Poquessing Creek. ECG and DRHT advisors may look into coordinating with the 
Fairmount Park Commission and the Friends of the Poquessing Watershed to 
combine efforts to assure the development of the greenspace around Poquessing 
Creek. 

In the long-term future, this section of the ECG and DRHT presents trail devel
opers with a variety of challenges. One challenge on this subsection of trail will 
be the construction of a bicycle and pedestrian bridge over Poquessing Creek. 
This action will need to be coordinated with Bensalem Township and Fairmount 
Park Commission plans, and will be costly. Another challenge confronting trail 
designers on this subsection of trail is the inclusion of an already existing water
front greenspace area at the base of Pennypack Street. 

This area presently sits behind a state prison, fire, and police academy training 
facility and safety concerns may force the trail inland at this location. However, 
if this obstacle could be overcome, and if this greenspace could be included in 
the DRHT and ECG, this area could greatly be improved for the benefit of local 
citizens. Another challenge confronting trail designers is the existence of well
established condominium communities along the Delaware off of State Road. 
Private property issues may present added design difficulties. 

The proposed interim ECG route will also need to be marked along State Road, 
Linden Avenue, and Torresdale Avenue in Philadelphia. For the proposed interim 
and permanent routes, normal greenway amenities such as benches, lighting, 
landscaping, and maintenance are necessary. 

Pennypack Park 

In October of 1998, a 10-foot asphalt path was added to the shoreline of the 
Delaware at Pennypack Park. The Fairmount Park Commission, who operates 
Pennypack Park, is working with the Pennsylvania Committee of the national East 
Coast Greenway Alliance to incorporate ECG plans into their park. The addition 
of this riverfront path, although not directly resulting from the East Coast Green
way, is a key step in alerting area officials to the benefits of interconnecting bicy
cle and pedestrian trails. Plans are also in place to extend this path another 
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2,300 feet, crossing over Pennypack Creek, however, at present, there is no 
known construction timeline. When complete, though, three new observation 
areas have been proposed along this new path. One will be at the Pennypack 
Wetlands, one at the Tidal Flats, and one at the Water Department intake. 

The Pennypack Park greenspace is a unique slice of urban greenspace that will 
mesh well with the vision of the ECG and its nature-hungry users. The addition 
of the ECG to Pennypack Park will have the added benefit of introducing an en
tirely new group of people to the beauty and history contained within the Park's 
borders. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

The proposed interim ECG route stays on Torresdale Avenue, inland from the 
new riverside Pennypack Park path, throughout this entire trail segment. Despite 
this fact, the ECG interim route passes by the entrance of Pennypack Park on 
Torresdale Avenue and interim trail users can enter the park there to travel down 
to the riverside path through the park. 

The Trail Tomorrow- A Permanent Route 

This section of ECG will cross over Pennypack Creek on a new pedestrian and 
bicyclist bridge as it makes its way through Pennypack Park. The trail will then 
continue down the banks of the Delaware River on a multiple-use asphalt trail, 
passing observation stations filled with information on the park, the ECG, and the 
natural surroundings. Offering a green respite from the surrounding urban envi
ronment, the construction of this trail will provide access to the Delaware River 
not available today and will increase the livability of the communities around the 
trail. The trail will continue off-road to the Park's border, where it will meet with 
the next portion of the ECG, the Kensington & Tacony Trail. 

Trail Highlights 

The main highlight of this section of the trail is the access to the Delaware River 
and Pennypack Park, a natural haven in the heart of urban northeast Philadel
phia. The park, established in 1905, sits on land William Penn acquired in 1683 
from the Lenni-Lenape people. Many historical structures still stand throughout 
the park that will entice ECG users inland into the heart of the park. One such 
structure is the Pennypack Bridge, built in 1697, on King's Highway, which is now 
known as Frankford Avenue. This bridge is one of the oldest stone bridges still 
in use in the United States. Pennypack Park also contains the Pennypack Baptist 
Church, built in 1688, and the Verree House on Verree Road, which was the site 
of a raid by British troops during the Revolutionary War. Pennypack Creek was a 
center of industry throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The 
ruins of mills and factories that can still be seen dotting the banks of Pennypack 
Creek throughout the park are evidence to this by-gone era. 

For nature lovers, the Pennypack Valley offers miles of hiking on backwoods 
trails, as well as horseback riding, bicycling, picnicking, and fishing. More than 
150 species of nesting and migrating birds are known to visit the park as well as 
ducks, geese, hawks, and great horned owls. Pennypack Park is famous for its 
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large, scattered deer herd, but is also home to bats, foxes, rabbits, chipmunks, 
mice, muskrats, woodchucks, raccoons, skunks, possum, and the long-tailed 
weasel. Covering approximately 1,600 acres of woodlands, meadows, and wet
lands, Pennypack Park promises to be a place of refuge for all trail users. Added 
highlights are the Pennypack Environmental Center on Verree Road and the Fox 
Chase Farm, the only remaining working farm in Philadelphia, which lies on the 
north end of Pennypack Park on Pine Road. 

Needs Assessment 

Fairmount Park has already incorporated $1.1 million in funding from the state 
into the riverfront trail project and intends to seek an additional $1 million from 
the same source for the completion of the riverside trail. Further plans for the 
construction or development of the 2,300-foot extension of this trail are not 
available at this time. In the short-term, however, funds will be needed for sign
age of the interim ECG trail route of the along Torresdale Avenue and possibly 
for the construction a kiosk in Pennypack Park to excite local residents and park 
users about the development of the East Coast Greenway in this area. 

Conclusion 

The obstacles to progress on this section of the East Coast Greenway and Dela
ware River Heritage Trail are substantial. Everything from obstructions on the 
trail along the Delaware Canal State Park towpath, to the density of condomini
ums and large-scale commercial development along State Road stands in the 
way of the construction of the riverside multiple-use path. However, the part
nership between the ECG and the DRHT, as well as the support of local residents 
and organizations, will bring this plan to fruition. In the future, the Delaware 
River Heritage Trail and the East Coast Greenway will give local residents access 
to areas of unique urban greenspace, natural beauty and historic significance. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 4: Kensington & Tacony Trail 
• Trail map at end of chapter 

Using on-road corridors, an abandoned railway bed, and newly constructed off
road trails, the Kensington & Tacony (K&T) Trail will weave in and out of parks, 
tightly-knit blue-collar neighborhoods, and industrial areas. When complete, this 
second section of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) in Pennsylvania will closely 
follow the shoreline of the Delaware River from the Tacony neighborhood of 
northeastern Philadelphia to Delaware Avenue near the neighborhood of Ken
sington. The Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC), which is developing and 
managing this trail, has completed the K& T Trail conceptual design phase and is 
aiming to complete construction on most of the s-mile trail by 2003. 

This section of 
ECG promises to 
be the first sec
tion of bicycle and· 
pedestrian rail
trail open to the 
public along the 
Delaware River in 
Philadelphia. To
day, other than 
some locally-
known boat 
launch areas, the 
Delaware River is 
largely inaccessi
ble for recreation. 
By connecting 
scattered areas of 
parkland with a The Kensington & Tacony Trail Corridor Today 

multiple-use asphalt trail, and by reclaiming the shoreline of the Delaware River 
from now-defunct industrial use, the K&T Trail will help residents recover from 
the isolation they have experienced since the construction of Interstate 95 (1-95) 
to the west and the industrialization of the shoreline to the east. 

When complete, the K& T Trail will run near SEPTA's R7 Regional Rail Line for 
most of its length. This will allow residents or employees in the area to commute 
to and from work without using a car. To reach Trenton, New Jersey and New 
York to the north, or Center City Philadelphia and Wilmington to the south, ECG 
users can take their bicycles on SEPTA trains at off-peak hours and on week
ends. With their bikes in tow, users can board SEPTA's R7 Regional Rail Line 
trains at the Torresdale, Tacony, Wissinoming, and Bridesburg stations. 
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The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

The Kensington & Tacony Trail has have section designated as official ECG. 
While PEC is developing and constructing the off-road trail, the Pennsylvania 
Committee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance will designate an interim 
on-road ECG route to encourage users to begin exploring the ECG. Overlapping 
with the proposed Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's (PENNDOT) Bi
cycle PA Route E, the interim ECG route uses Philadelphia streets to run from 
Pennypack Park at Rhawn Street to Delaware Avenue near the Kensington Area 
of Philadelphia. Many of these streets are rated \\above average" for bicycling by 
the City of Philadelphia Department of Streets Bicycle Network. The Bicycle 
Network is a matrix of bicycle-friendly streets created and maintained by the City 
of Philadelphia Department of Streets. 

The proposed route begins at the boundary of Pennypack Park at Torresdale 
Avenue and Rhawn Streets. The Philadelphia Department of Streets has plans to 
stripe Torresdale Avenue with bicycle lanes as part of their Bicycle Network. At 
Margaret or Orthodox Streets, both of which are already striped with bicycle 
lanes, the proposed interim route leaves Torresdale Avenue and makes its way 
down to Richmond Street. Richmond Street is also rated above average for bicy
cling by the Philadelphia Bicycle Network. Richmond Street will bring trail users 
directly to the bicycle lanes on Delaware Avenue, where this section of trail will 
end. 

The Trail Tomorrow -The Permanent Route 

Trail designers hope to keep the K&T Trail close to the Delaware River as it 
skims the edge of inland Philadelphia neighborhoods such as Tacony, Wissinom
ing, Bridesburg, and Port Richmond on its way down to Center City Philadelphia. 
The K& T Trail will begin at Pennypack Park near Rhawn Street on a newly con
structed off-road trail adjacent to the Delaware River. The trail will then move 
through Pennsylvania Boat Launch property at the foot of Princeton Avenue and 
Milnor Streets. From here, the K& T Trail will pick up the Kensington & Tacony 
Branch Railroad right-of-way, which it will take for almost its entire remaining 
length. 

The paved, smooth surface path will run under the old K& T Branch Railroad 
catenary towers and will reclaim some available land along the Delaware River 
that is, at present, mostly accessible to private industrial landowners only. The 
trail will move through or near the Tacony Public Boat Launch property and the 
Frankford Arsenal Business Center and over Frankford Creek. The trail will also 
pass through or near the Rohm and Haas Company property and under the 
Betsy Ross Bridge until the right-of-way ends on Delaware Avenue next to the 
imposing Richmond power plant and the Tioga Marine Terminal. A side path and 
on-road bicycle lanes along Delaware Avenue will then carry the trail into Center 
City Philadelphia where this section of trail ends. 
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Trail Highlights 

Since most of the K&T Trail will be constructed ·on the abandoned rail bed of the 
Kensington & Tacony Branch Railroad, the first highlight of this section is the re
tired railroad bed itself. The Kensington & Tacony Branch Rail Line was originally 
developed by the Pennsylvania Railroad from 1886 to 1896 between Tioga Street 
and the Rohm and Hass facility at Bridge Street. It provided industrial competi
t ion with the Reading Railroad and helped make this area of northeast Philadel
phia an active industrial corridor. In the late 1970's, as industrial activities in this 
area began to wind down, Conrail took over Pennsylvania Railroad assets and 
ultimately abandoned the K& T. 

The first section of the Kensington & Tacony Trail begins in the "Greater North
east" Philadelphia neighborhood of Tacony. Tacony residents are proud of their 
prominent place in Philadelphia history as an early industrial center, as the area 
where the statue of William Penn that tops Philadelphia's City Hall was cast, and 
as where turn-of-the-century solar energy pioneer Frank Shumann built his 
workshop. Today a neighborhood of 15,000 people of mostly German and Polish 
descent, Tacony's population grew in the mid-1800s, primarily because of the 

· construction of Henry Disston's saw and file-making company, the Keystone Saw 
and File Works. 

Donating land and funding for houses, churches, schools, parks, a local newspa
per, a firehouse, a scientific society, and a public library, Henry Disston set out to 
create a utopian company town surrounding his Keystone Saw and Fi le Works. 
At its height, Disston & Sons employed 2,600 workers in 68 buildings on 65 acres 
and manufactured five million saws a year, making Henry Disston a notable fig
ure in Philadelphia history. Workers in the Keystone Saw and File Works lived in 
houses built by Disston along the river. The saw plant, liquor restrictions, and 
neighborhood pride from the old days remain in Tacony today. 

While in the Tacony area, the K&T Trail will move under another local landmark, 
the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, which presently accommodates bicycle, pedestrian, 
and automobile traffic across the Delaware River. This bridge is credited with 
spurring a new age of development in Tacony and other "greater northeast" 
neighborhoods upon its completion in 1929. Both residents and travelers will 
also enjoy the waterfront area around the bridge, which could be easily improved 
into an active greenspace or park. 

Moving out of Tacony and into the neighborhood of Wissinoming, the K&T Trail 
moves through a waterfront greenspace that is used by local residents as both a 
boat launch and a fishing spot. It houses bathroom facilities and old concrete 
blast buildings from the neighboring Frankford Arsenal property. At the end of 
the Boat Launch property, the K&T Trail will pass through Rohm and Haas Com
pany property and pass behind the Frankford Arsenal Business Center. 

The large, red brick, Greek-revival style buildings that house the Frankford Arse
nal Business Center were once known simply as the Frankford Arsenal. This 
cluster of historical buildings opened in 1816 to store saddles, sabers, muskets, 
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and other gear used by the American military. In WWII, the Arsenal was work
ing 24 hours a day to produce guns and ammunition. It continued to produce 
and store ammunition until 1977, when the complex closed. Today, 1,400 office 
workers, a restaurant, and light industry occupy the Arsenal. 

Coming out from the Frankford Arsenal Business Center and Rohm and Haas 
Company property, the K& T Trail will move through the edge of the Bridesburg 
area of Philadelphia. Originally called Point-No-Point, the town later changed its 
name to Bridesburg in honor of Joseph Kirkbride, a local resident who for many 
years operated a ferry and toll bridge over Frankford Creek in the mid-1800's. 
Today, Bridesburg is a blend of mostly Polish-, German-, and Irish-American resi
dents who reside in tightly-packed row homes or single-family dwellings. 

Skimming the edge of Bridesburg, the trail will continue· along the Delaware 
River, running under the scenic Betsy Ross Bridge, which promises to be another 
major highlight for trail users. After passing under the Betsy Ross Bridge, the 
K& T Trail will cross over New Frankford Creek on a newly-constructed bridge as 
it makes · its way down to Delaware Avenue. Many large industrial properties 
have taken over the shore of the Delaware and use Delaware Avenue as their 
major access road. 

One of the most noteworthy of the large industrial properties along the Dela
ware, the Tioga Marine Terminal, is in the Port Richmond area of Philadelphia. 
As an active shipping depot, the 96.5-acre terminal serves as a landing point for 
ships containing refrigerated fresh fruit, paper, cocoa beans, automobiles and 
steel. Cruise ships also call the terminal home for a few hours or days, perhaps 
creating an opportunity for passengers to begin their visit to Philadelphia with a 
bicycle tour of the city. 

Port Richmond,· which lies just inland from the Tioga Marine Terminal, industrial
ized and became the most important shipping center in the region and a hub for 
coal transfers from northern Pennsylvania in the late 19th century. Like many of 
the other neighborhoods in this area, the town grew rapidly as rising immigrant 
populations settled and benefited from the coal and shipping trade. Today, Port 
Richmond is a neighborhood of descendants of Irish, Italian, Russian and Eastern 
European immigrants. It remains a well-maintained, tightly-knit community of 
densely-built row houses, churches, and small businesses. 

As the ECG continues down Delaware Avenue, trail users will reach Kensington, 
where this section of trail ends. Here they can learn about its history of fisher
men and ship carpenters who, along with an influx of other immigrants, helped 
to make Philadelphia the "Workshop of the World" during the 19th and early 
20th centuries. From the remaining docks and piers that dot the shoreline, resi
dents and visitors can enjoy a view south along the Delaware River to Center 
City Philadelphia. Today the residents of Kensington are making strides toward 
revitalizing their community, which declined slightly during recent post-industrial 
decades. The addition of the East Coast Greenway will aid these efforts. 
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Needs Assessment 

The riverfront property along the De.laware shoreline provides local residents 
with occasional hard-to-find places to launch boats, fish, or picnic. Many areas 
on the riverfront are occupied by industry, dotted with old structures, or have 
been abandoned. This presents a unique challenge. The Philadelphia City Plan
ning Commission has launched a new Comprehensive Plan for the Delaware 
River shoreline in the Greater Northeast area of the city, funded by the Delaware 
River Port Authority and the City of Philadelphia, to be completed in October 
2001. This plan supports a new vision of a "River City" along the Delaware, and 
looks to maximize the natural beauty and attractiveness of the river for recrea
tion, housing, and a mix of commercial, industrial, and residential uses. The K& T 
Trail will be an essential component in the first phases of "Cleaning and Seeding" 
by allowing residents access to the river. 

The Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC), trail managers for the K&T Trail, 
has been actively working to design and facilitate the implementation of the K& T 
Trail. They aim to restore the adjacent riverbank properties for a public passage 
and, at points, recreational greenway along the spine of the river. Most of the 
immediate needs that accompany PEC's efforts are focused on the beginning 
steps in the process of reclaiming the Delaware waterfront. These steps include 
conducting studies, purchasing right-of-way, and investigating insurance of trail 
properties. PEC has already secured approximately $888,000 in funding from a 
wide range of sources to meet some of its immediate needs. These funding 
sources include: 

• $500,000- Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century. This grant will 
be used for trail construction and possibly for some acquisition and de
sign costs. The terms require a 20% match. 

• $25,000 - portion of EPA federal grant. This grant was used to cover 
staff costs related to Delaware riverfront development issues, including 
the Kensington & Tacony Trail. 

• $20,438 - Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. This 
Coastal Zone Management grant was for wetlands field identification, 
ecological inventories of riverbank properties adjacent to the trail, and 
design of riverbank restoration of several selected sites. Field Operations, 
the firm conducting the new Comprehensive Plan for the North Delaware 
for the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, conducted the Coastal 
Zone Management Study. 

• $33,416 - The City of Philadelphia Office of Housing and Community De
velopment. This grant provided matching funds for the Coastal Zone 
Management Study, preliminary design and alignment studies, and a real 
estate appraisal of the K&T Trail property. 

• $50,000 - Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Re
sources. This grant was awarded to the Fairmount Park Commission, 
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with PEC as the local contact, for the acquisition of K&T Trail properties 
from Conrail and other private owners, for titles searches, boundary sur
veys, and for additional appraisal work needed as part of the acquisition 
process. 

• $63,213 -Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Devel
opment. This grant was applied for by the City of Philadelphia Commerce 
Department of Brownfiel.d's Office and will cover the Phase II environ
mental investigation of trail properties to be acquired. 

Due to these efforts by PEC to develop and fund the K&T Trail, and the efforts of 
Campbell Thomas & Company, which conducted a Trail Development Study for 
the K& T, the K& T Trail promises to be the first bicycle and pedestrian rail-trail to 
open along the Delaware River in Philadelphia. PEC completed the conceptual 
design phase of the trail in September of 2000, and it will soon begin the land 
acquisition phase, which is the next of three more phases in K&T Trail develop
ment. 

In the land acquisition phase, tracts of land along the Delaware River will be pur
chased for trail use. The trail may be completed in smaller sections that afford 
access to and from on-road routes in order to allow use of the trail as quickly as 
possible while the acquisition process continues. Next, engineers will map out 
the details of the trail's design, and the construction bid process will begin. Fi
nally, construction will start, involving everything from the clearing of brush and 
laying of pavement to landscaping and signage. 

PEC estimates that over $1.5 million more in funding is needed to complete the 
K&T Trail. Most of this money will go toward the · physical construction of the 
trail, which is expected to cost approximately $1 million. Designers hope to com
plete construction of at least some portions of the trail in 2003. Post
construction needs such as landscaping, benches, fencing, signage, and envi
ronmental ·remediation will use up the rest of this funding. It is these amenities, 
however, that will make a strip of pavement a greenway and draw residents out 
of their homes to enjoy their neighborhoods and natural surroundings. 

Other post-construction needs for the K& T Trail include, trail maintenance, and 
public outreach. Providing maps, tours, and community presentations about the 
trail will allow for an open dialogue to occur between trail users and other stake
holders. 

In the future, trail designers will also look into acquiring additional property 
along the trail corridor to allow for more parkland and greenspace along the trail 
corridor. Two places already exist on this section of ECG that could easily be im
proved to offer better parkland services to local resident and ECG users. One 
such area is an area of greenspace at the base of the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, 
near a water pumping station. Despite use by local residents, this area is not 
very well maintained. However, a corresponding area on the New Jersey side of 
the bridge has recently been designated as a nature preserve. In the future, trail 
designers should consider adapting the area on the Pennsylvania side to create 
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parkland on both sides of the river at the base of the bridge. Also, efforts should 
be made to modify regulations on the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge that today order 
bicyclists to dismount when crossing the bridge, adding time to a bicycle com
mute. 

The second area that could easily be improved on the K& T Trail is the Boat 
Launch property, also in Tacony. This poorly-maintained greenspace has a large 
parking lot to accommodate boats, and a concrete pathway that hugs the water
front. Local residents often fish and launch boats at this property. The bath
room facilities, as well as the views of the river and the surrounding greenspace, 
could be easily improved in this area to create a more enjoyable experience for 
local users and travelers. 

In the long term, one additional cost remains; that of the acquisition and restora
tion of riverbank properties adjacent to the public greenway. As mentioned 
throughout this report, the construction of greenways adds to the livability of 
local communities. The East Coast Greenway and K& T Trail development efforts 
should fit into the City of Philadelphia plans for revitalizing the tidal Delaware 
River area. This revitalization effort requires funding real estate studies and 
property acquisitions and easements, as well as the restoration of riverfront 
properties to catalyze efforts to increase quality of life in the area. 

Conclusion 

With the addition of the East Coast Greenway, residents of Richmond, Brides
burg, Wissinoming, Tacony, and Kensington will now have an easy way to recre
ate or enjoy peace and quiet with their neighbors. Travelers from around the 
world and local residents will be able to picnic along the banks of the Delaware, 
watch ships arrive and unload at the Tioga Marine Terminal, or read an informa
tional display on the history of the Disston Saw Works. In the future, riverfront 
neighborhoods east of Interstate 95 will be transformed with the addition of rec
reational space for all to enjoy. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 5: Philadelphia City Trail 
• Subsections: Cross-town Route, Cross-town Alternates 
• Trail map at end of chapter 

With most of Delaware Avenue and all of Spring Garden Street striped with bicy
cle lanes, the Philadelphia City Trail section of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) in 
Pennsylvania will most likely be the first section of trail designated permanent 
East Coast Greenway in the state. This section of trail will also host the an
nouncement of the presence of the ECG in Pennsylvania with a media event and 
the placement of an ECG kiosk on the trail route in Penn Treaty Park in the fall of 
2001. This park, which sits off of Delaware Avenue and on the Delaware River 
waterfront, is on both the proposed interim and permanent routes of the Phila
delphia City Trail. Penn Treaty Park is also at the approximate geographical cen
ter of the ECG in Pennsylvania, and will provide a great venue for Philadelphians 
to learn about the 
ECG. The Pennsyl
vania Committee of 
the national East 
Coast Greenway 
Alliance is working 
with the Fairmount 
Parks Commission 
to install the kiosk. 

The Pennsylvania 
Committee is also 
working with the 
City of Philadelphia 
Streets Department, 
who coordinates 
this section of trail, 

to designate the The Philadelphia City Trail Today and Tomorrow 
spine Philadelphia 
City Trail route and to develop alternate routes. The spine route will be the most 
safe and direct way to move commuters and travelers across the City. Alternate 
routes on the other hand, will take pedestrians and cyclists through slower 
paced, more historic areas of the City, and areas of cultural significance. 

Similar to the rest of the ECG in Pennsylvania, the Philadelphia City Trail has a 
proposed interim on-road route, which overlaps with Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation's proposed Bicycle PA Route E. This on-road route is necessary in 
order for the Philadelphia City Trail to connect with other sections of proposed 
interim ECG in Pennsylvania. This is a temporary route and will most likely be 
considered an alternate Philadelphia City Trail route in the future, giving ECG us
ers yet another way to experience Philadelphia. 
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Whether taking the ECG spine route or one of the many future alternate routes 
to cross Philadelphia, ECG users will enjoy the many unique attractions that keep 
visitors returning to Philadelphia. On the Philadelphia City Trail, travelers will 
enjoy the Penn's Landing waterfront, which features a Seaport Museum and ferry 
connection to Camden, New Jersey, and Old City Philadelphia's historic homes 
and shopping areas. Travelers will also enjoy cultural attractions such as the 
many local theatre companies and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Local resi
dents may use the ECG to reach the Center City business district, a concert in 
Rittenhouse Square, or even the shopping and nightlife on South Street. 

For some ECG users, a leading Philadelphia attraction will be the City of Philadel
phia's Bicycle Network. Beginning in 1994, the City of Philadelphia Department 
of Streets brought together the New Jersey-based RBA group, urban planners, 
and bicycle advocates to plan a citywide bicycle network in Philadelphia, which 
includes 300 miles of bicycle lanes and other bicycle-friendly improvements. The 
Department of Streets has striped 120 miles of roads with bicycle lanes in Phila
delphia to date, and has plans to stripe 180 miles more within the next 5 years. 
They have also installed 1,400 "Share the Road" signs, over 1,000 bicycle
parking racks and have pledged to install 1,000 more. The results of these ef
forts are displayed in the Bicycle Network Map, which clearly marks bicycle 
friendly streets, local. bicycle shops, and other Philadelphia attractions. 

Demand for bicycle-friendly improvements remains high in Philadelphia, where 
38% of households do not own a car and where narrow city streets, designed 
almost 200 years ago, can test any bicyclists mettle. The Southeastern Pennsyl
vania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) is also taking steps to accommodate 
Philadelphia bicyclists by incorporating the concerns of bicyclists in their plan
ning, and by expanding the hours during which cyclists can bring bicycles on 
board trains and subways. Local bicyclists and car-free commuters are also ea
gerly awaiting the fulfillment of SEPTA's promise to include bicycle racks on all 
new buses and to provide expanded bicycle parking at transit stations. It is 
these improvements, as well as the beauty of the City of Philadelphia, that 
prompted Bicycle Magazine to name Philadelphia one of the top 10 best bicycling 
cities in the U.S. and Canada in 1999. 

Cross-town Route 

The Cross-town Route will bring East Coast Greenway users across Center City 
Philadelphia using the safest and most direct route possible. In the long term, 
Spring Garden Street, a median divided boulevard with bicycle lanes, fulfills this 
criteria. In the short term, however, the proposed interim ECG route will need to 
be routed away from Spring Garden Street in order to connect with the proposed 
interim routes of other ECG sections. The Pennsylvania Committee of the na
tional East Coast Greenway Alliance is hoping to designate a permanent Philadel
phia City Trail spine route within the next year. Both the interim and permanent 
Cross-town ECG routes, however, will quickly and easily move ECG users across 
the City of Philadelphia. 
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The Trail Today - An Interim Route 

The proposed interim Philadelphia City Trail route begins on Delaware Avenue 
near the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia. Delaware Avenue, as part of 
the Philadelphia Bicycle Network, already contains sidewalks and is striped with 
bike lanes in most places. Entering into Center City Philadelphia on Delaware 
Avenue, the proposed interim ECG route moves past Penn Treaty Park and onto 
Christopher Columbus Boulevard. With bicycle lanes and ample sidewalks, this 
road carries trail users across the eastern edge of the city next to the Penn's 
Landing waterfront area. The proposed interim route next moves onto Spruce 
Street to cross the city. On the western edge of Center City, the proposed in
terim route then turns off Spruce Street and onto 24th Street. From 24th Street, 
it turns onto Lombard Street, then 2ih Street, and finally onto South Street near 
the South Street Bridge. 

The Trail Tomorrow - The Permanent Route 

The permanent Philadelphia City Trail will also begin on Delaware Avenue. The 
permanent route, however, will not continue on to Christopher Columbus Boule
vard, but will instead turn onto Spring Garden Street, which is already striped 
with bicycle lanes. Spring Garden Street will take users across Philadelphia and 
then connect directly to Schuylkill River Park, which will soon be constructed on 
the west side of Philadelphia on the banks of the Schuylkill River. 

Trail Highlights 

Philadelphia's combination of cultural, historical, and entertainment attractions 
brings visitors into the area from all .over the world; With its bicycle-friendly in
frastructure, as well as great restaurants, family areas like Penn's Landing, cul
tural retreats like the Art Museum, and great places to relax like Logan Circle or 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia is an ECG highlight unto itself. ECG organizers 
hope that in the future, the ECG will both draw bicycle-tourists to Philadelphia 
and encourage visitors already in Philadelphia to explore the city using bicycles. 

Signs on the spine route will point out one of Philadelphia's greatest assets, its 
significance in United States history. Swedish and Dutch populations were actu
ally the first Europeans to settle in the area, landing well before William Penn 
mapped out his plans for his "green country town." The city, originally laid out 
between South and Vine Streets and the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers became 
a place of many firsts. The first paper mill in North America, the first public 
school in the colonies, the first public library and zoo, as well as America's first 
hospital, fire company, and law school all began in Philadelphia. Over the next 
few centuries, Philadelphia grew into the bustling seat of a developing nation, a 
major industrial area, and eventually to its place today as the fifth largest city in 
the nation with a metropolitan population of 5.8 million. 

Needs Assessment 

The Philadelphia City Trail is already the most developed of any section of the 
ECG in Pennsylvania. Studies may be needed to identify and plan for gaps in 
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bicycle lanes or sidewalks along sections of Delaware Avenue near Kensington, 
and to analyze ways to protect cyclists and pedestrians from the heavy industrial 
traffic that uses this northern portion of Delaware Avenue. Once in Center City, 
however, most of the groundwork has already been completed, thanks to the 
City's Bicycle Network. 

To create the Philadelphia Bicycle Network, the City of Philadelphia Streets De
partment received $3.7 million in funding in 1994 from the Inter-modal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), Congestion, Mitigation, and Air Quality 
(CMAQ) funds. The Streets Department contracted with the RBA group to design 
the Network, which is currently being implemented. The Streets Department has 
begun to institutionalize bicycles into its planning process and will develop most 
of the remaining network through its routine resurfacing and reconstruction 
work. 

There is more to this section of ECG than bicycle lanes, however, and studies will 
need to be done to estimate the cost of installing additional ECG amenities to the 
existing bicycle framework. The need for ECG signage and kiosks, benches, 
lighting, and landscaping will need to be addressed. One initial cost already 
identified is the installation of a kiosk at Penn Treaty Park, which the "Pennsyl
vania Committee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance hopes to install 
sometime during the fall of 2001. Provisions will be needed for the construction 
and repeated maintenance of the kiosk, as this is one of the most highly vandal
ized parks in the city. The Pennsylvania Committee of the national East Coast 
Greenway Alliance began working with the Fairmount Park Commission in the 
spring of 2001 to plan for the installation of the kiosk in Penn Treaty Park. With 
the construction of this kiosk, the Philadelphia City Trail will be the first section of 
East Coast Greenway to be permanently designated in Pennsylvania. 

Cross-town Alternates 

Recognizing that the Spring Garden Street spine route of the ECG bypasses some 
of the most historic places in Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Committee of the 
national East Coast Greenway Alliance acknowledges the need for several alter
nate routes to take users across Philadelphia. These alternates will cater to us
ers who wish to use the ECG to explore the architecture, history, and cultural 
attractions of Philadelphia. At this time, Campbell Thomas & Company are the 
most likely candidates to design an alternate route through the alleys and side 
streets of Philadelphia, highlighted historic areas throughout the city. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

There will be no interim Cross-town Alternates. 
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The Trail Tomorrow- The Permanent Route 

These routes have not yet been developed by the Pennsylvania Committee of the 
national East Coast Greenway Alliance, but will be related in a later edition of this 
Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Trail Highlights 

As the Pennsylvania Committee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance de
velops alternate Philadelphia City Trail routes, details of noteworthy architectural 
and historical sites along the route will be described. 

Needs Assessment 

At this time, no assessment of needs for this section of trail has been conducted. 

Conclusion 

The Philadelphia City Trail will be a memorable section of the East Coast Green-
. way for trail users in Pennsylvania. The ECG also has a lot to offer the City of 

Philadelphia, however. The ECG designation of the Spring Garden Street spine 
route and other slower paced alternates will bring bicycle tourists from all over 
the world to experience one of the foremost bicycling cities in the United States. 
Cyclists who discover Philadelphia's great bicycling options through the ECG will 
bring tourism revenues into the city and recognition for Philadelphia within the 
bicycle tourism community. The designation of the Philadelphia City Trail as 
permanent East Coast Greenway will also spur local recognition of the efforts the 
City of Philadelphia has made to become more bike-friendly. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 6: Tidal Schuylkill River Trail 
• Subsections: East Bank: Schuylkill River Park, West Bank: Botanic Trail 
• Trail map at end of chapter 

Everyone from history buffs to botanists, and local residents to weekend tourists 
will use the side-paths, sidewalks, and bicycle lanes of the Tidal Schuylkill River 
Trail. The main trail route, otherwise known as the spine route, will run ap
proximately 4.2 miles along the East and West Banks of the Schuylkill River. 
Two separate organizations are administering the East and West Bank sections 
of trail, therefore dividing this section of ECG into two major subsections, Schuyl
kill River Park on the East Bank, and the Botanic Trail on the West Bank. 

Developers of both 
subsections of the 
Tidal Schuylkill 
River Trail are 
working through 
the many obstacles 
to purchasing right
of-ways in the trail 
corridor. Several 
areas along the 
East and West Bank 
of the Schuylkill 
River are either 
highly industrial, 
occupied by rail
roads, or residen
tial. However, 
when complete, the 
Tidal Schuylkill 

The Tidal Schuylkill River Trail Corridor Today 

River Trail will forever change the character of the Tidal Schuylkill River, its sur
rounding neighborhoods, and of Philadelphia a·s a whole. 

The Tidal Schuylkill River Trail will connect to Philadelphia's 30th Street Station, 
the nation's second busiest train station behind New York's Penn Station. This 
section of ECG will also connects to three Philadelphia universities, Drexel Uni
versity, the University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, and the University of Penn
sylvania. Students, residents, and employees that live and work in this area of 
the trail corridor are often confronted with West and Southwest Philadelphia 
roads that do not encourage pedestrian traffic. Many roads aim to funnel traffic 
through the area to major highways or Center City, and often force pedestrians 
and bicyclists to use streets that pit pedestrian against vehicular traffic. Some of 
these same main roads also poorly lit and suffer from blight and economic loss. 

6-1 



If these neighborhoods are to become more accessible to walkers and cyclists, 
and recover from the isolation and economic blight that some areas have experi
enced, efforts to increase the economic vitality and livability of the area must be 
combined. The addition of the ECG will aid other efforts underway to reverse 
these trends. 

The East Bank subsection of trail, the Schuylkill River Park section, is adminis
tered by the Schuylkill River Development Council (SRDC), who has been work
ing for many years to design and promote the development of a greenway along 
the East Bank of the Schuylkill River. The City of Philadelphia Streets Depart
ment is constructing Schuylkill River Park, the waterfront development project 
that makes up the majority of this section of trail. When construction is com
plete on Schuylkill River Park, near the end of 2002, the Park will include a bicy
cle pathway and riverfront esplanade that runs entirely off road from Spring Gar
den Street to Spruce Street. 

The West Bank subsection of the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail is sponsored, as its 
name suggests, by Historic Bartram's Garden. This trail travels from the South 
Street Bridge, in University City, to Historic Bartram's Garden, a historical land
mark and botanical landmark in Southwest Philadelphia. Historic Bartram's Gar
den and Campbell Thomas & Company architectural and planning corporation 
share the planning of the Botanic Trail. 

East Bank: Schuylkill River Park 

Schuylkill River Park, on the east bank of the Schuylkill River, is an eagerly 
awaited riverfront esplanade and multiple-use pathway that will beautify the east 
bank of the Schuylkill River in Center City from below the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art to Spruce Street. With construction set to begin in the fall of 2001, and 
end in 2002, this section will be one of the first sections of the East Coast 
Greenway designated in the state. Further into the future, this park will continue 
down the river to the Gray's Ferry Bridge, creating a continuous strip of green
space from Fairmount Park to the Markward Playground, near Locust Street to 
Gray's Ferry Avenue. 

Local residents of Center City and Gray's Ferry can already be seen using this 
abandoned area of the east bank today, but it is largely unlit, overgrown with 
weeds, and littered with trash. Once the park is constructed, these residents will 
not need to walk through this unsafe area, but will instead enjoy walking on a 14 
foot wide, asphalt bicycle and pedestrian path and riverfront walkway that is 
well-lit, landscaped, and filled with exciting happenings. 

The Trail Today - An Interim Route 

The proposed interim ECG route, bypasses the site of Schuylkill River Park com
pletely. As the proposed interim Philadelphia City Trail, section 3 in the Pennsyl
vania ECG, ends at the South Street Bridge, well below the Schuylkill River Park 
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site, this area is avoided. ECG users, however, should be encourage to stop and 
rest at the Markward Playground near Lombard Street on the east bank of the 
Schuylkill River. This parkland is owned by the Fairmount Park Commission and 
will be interconnected with the final Schuylkill River Park plans. 

Trail users on the interim route cross the Schuylkill River to the West Bank using 
the South Street Bridge. The Bridge does have high traffic volume and no visible 
lanes striping at the moment. There are plans to rebuild the South Street Bridge 
within 5 years, however, at present, there are no plans to add bicycle lanes to 
the bridge during this reconstruction. 

The Trail Tomorrow - The Permanent Route 

In the near future, the East Bank: Schuylkill River Park subsection of ECG will 
begin on Spring Garden Street, near the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Using trail 
bulkheads already in place, the trail will continue on a 14-foot asphalt path for 
1.2 miles along the revitalized riverfront of Schuylkill River Park. This area will 
be filled with people watching barges or boarding tour boats, eating in cafes and 
shopping in retail stores. Schuylkill River Development Council expects construc
tion on the park from Spring Garden to Spruce Street to be completed by the 
end of 2002. 

In the long-term future, the Schuylkill River Park, and therefore the ECG, will 
continue another 2 miles down the east bank of the River to the Gray's Ferry 
Bridge. Using the Gray's Ferry Bridge, which is marked with bicycle lanes today, 
the trail will cross the Schuylkill River and move on to the West Bank: Botanic 
Trail by means of ramps and stair towers. 

Trail Highlights 

The first major highlight along this section of trail is the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art. Here, ECG users can see one of the greatest art collections in the country 
and one of the most well known views of the Philadelphia skyline. The Philadel
phia Museum of Art houses over 300,000 works of art in over 200 galleries. The 
building itself echoes the neo-classical design and is constructed of Minnesota 
dolomite and has glazed blue roof tiles embellished with polychrome finials and 
pediments. 

The Art Museum sits next to two other major highlights on this section of trail, 
Fairmount Park and the Schuylkill River. Flowing 125 miles from the Blue Moun
tains in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, the Schuylkill River is the largest tribu
tary of the Delaware River, accounting for approximately one third of the Dela
ware's water flow. The river's name is derived from the Dutch term, "skokihl", 
which means, "hidden river". Before industrialization took its toll on the river, 
the Schuylkill was a source of sustenance for local populations who fed on its 
schools of herring, sturgeon, and shad, or traded its beaver furs. 

Later in history, the river worked to transport goods and people to the 13 colo
nies and the bustling City of Philadelphia. With the construction of the Fairmount 
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Water Works, an engineering and architectural marvel that supplied water and 
power to Philadelphia from 1815 to 1909, the river was tamed. Since then, the 
Schuylkill River has been polluted and abused, but is slowly making a recovery. 
With the induction of the Schuylkill River as a National Heritage Corridor, efforts 
to create hiking and bicycling trails along the river, and urban parks like Schuyl
kill River Park, the Schuylkill River is once again becoming a natural resource that 
all can appreciate. · 

From the Schuylkill River shoreline, residents and visitors will enjoy watching 
river traffic flow under the beautiful stone bridges, which carry traffic in and out 
of West Philadelphia and Center City. The stone bridges that traverse the River 
allowed the population of Philadelphia to spread into West Philadelphia and into 
the outlying areas as the city grew. The East Bank: Schuylkill River Park subsec
tion of trail will pass near the University Avenue Bridge, one of the most famous 
of these stone bridges. Designed in 1925 by Paul Philippe Cret, a nationally ac
claimed Philadelphia architect, the University Avenue Bridge is a graceful expres
sion of modern classicism design, with sweeping piers and towers holding the 
drawbridge operator's houses. The bridge, which is a rare example of a draw
bridge in Philadelphia, has a clear height of 30 feet, and measures 536 feet in 
length and 100 feet in width. The bridge has a pedestrian walkway on either 
side of five lanes of traffic. 

Beginning at the rear of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, both banks of the 
Schuylkill River are flanked by Fairmount Park. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, Fairmount Park is both the largest and oldest urban park in the 
United States. Dating back to 1812, Fairmount Park holds historic landmarks 
such as America's first zoo, the Philadelphia Zoo, as well as beautiful statues and 
woodlands. The variety of bicycle and pedestrian options in Fairmount Park is 
endless. Within Fairmount Park, ECG users may prefer to travel down the side 
paths on West River Drive on the west bank of the Schuylkill or on Kelly Drive on 
the river's east bank. 

Needs Assessment 

For the study, development, and construction of Schuylkill River Park, the 
Schuylkill River Development Council has received 

• $7,000,000 in Federal Inter-modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) funds for bike and pedestrian trail construction. 

• $3,000,000 in a local funding match from the City of Philadelphia. 

• $1,000,000 in funding from the Federal FY01 Energy & Water Bill for 
River Park construction. 

• $500,000 in funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources and an in-kind match from the Army Corps of En
gineers, the National Park Service, and the Philadelphia Water Depart-
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ment, for a Tidal Schuylkill Master Plan focusing on greenway and brown
field redevelopment opportunities. 

• $2,000,000 in local funding from private sources, including grants from 
the Pew Charitable Trusts and The William Penn Foundation. 

With the help of these supporters and the coordination· of the Schuylkill River 
Development Council, the City of Philadelphia Streets Department completed 
Phase One of park construction in February of 1998. Phase One included the 
construction of trail bulkheads from Walnut to Chestnut and Cherry to Vine 
Streets. Phase Two in the construction of the park will begin in the fall of 2001 
and will include the bikeway and surrounding parkland from the Art Museum to 
Spruce Street, as well as fencing, lighting, and access points to the trail. 

Construction documentation for Phase Three of park construction was completed 
in 2000 as designs and documentation were made for final park improvements 
such as landscaping and bi-level esplanade treatments. These final park im
provements will begin in 2002, subject to receiving $4 million in additional fund
ing, and will be complete by 2003, finishing construction on Schuylkill River Park. 
At that time, the ECG will move off of its interim route and onto Schuylkill River 
Park. 

The long-term vision for the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail is to continue the East 
Bank: Schuylkill River Park beyond Spruce Street and down to Gray's Ferry Ave
nue. However, in order to realize the full extent of the plan for the post-2003 
Schuylkill River Park, the Schuylkill River Development Council foresees a need 
for many million dollars more in funding. This money, which will be used for 
everything from development studies to the purchase of right-of-way and con
struction of trail, will complete the vision of Tidal Schuylkill River Trail. Construc
tion of this section of ECG will be very expensive and will take place very far into 
the future due to the highly developed nature of this area. 

West Bank: Botanic Trail 

Headquartered at Historic Bartram's Garden and developed by Campbell Thomas 
& Company architects, the 2.5-mile West Bank: Botanic Trail subsection of ECG 
will bring pedestrian and bicycle traffic from the South Street Bridge in University 
City, to Historic Bartram's Garden in Southwest Philadelphia. In the future, His
toric Bartram's Garden and Campbell Thomas & Company hope to continue the 
Botanic Trail even further down the West Bank of the Schuylkill. Combined with 
the long-term vision of the Schuylkill River Park, this vision would create a green 
corridor along both sides of the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia. 

In the mid-1990's, the City of Philadelphia worked with the Dupont Corporation's 
Marshall Laboratory and the University City Science Center, to develop a plan to 
revitalize neglected industrial areas in Gray's Ferry (on the east bank of the 
river), as well as areas along the West Bank of the Schuylkill. Despite the pres
ence of such prominent historical landmarks as Historic Bartram's Garden and 

6-5 



-the Woodland's Cemetery, many parts of the West Bank of the Schuylkill River 
remain unapproachable to the average Philadelphia resident or visitor. Some 
areas along the trail corridor are struggling to revitalize from economic isolation 
and neighborhood blight. Some of these same areas suffer economically from 
tourist conceptions about the safety and livability of West and Southwest Phila
delphia. 

Still other areas long this section of trail, like University City, are thriving and are 
sure to be a major highlight to ECG users. University City, with its institutions of 
higher learning, and the Botanic Trail's connection to Philadelphia's 30th Street 
Station, will increase the use of the trail as a commuting option as students and 
bike-on-train commuters hop on the ECG to head to work or class. The addition 
of the West Bank: Botanic Trail subsection of trail to the West and Southwest 
Philadelphia landscape will be one additional way to open up West Philadelphia 
to students, residents, and travelers, and to better the lives of local residents 
through promoting a healthy lifestyle and a place for community members to 
seek quiet and solitude. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

The proposed interim West Bank: Botanic Trail begins on the South Street 
Bridge, which does not have bicycle lanes, but does have sidewalks. After cross
ing the Schuylkill River and moving onto Spruce Street, the proposed interim 
route moves through the Athletic Fields and academic campus of the University 
of Pennsylvania. Turning briefly onto Route 13 and then onto Woodland Avenue, 
which is striped with bicycle lanes, the trail moves through residential neighbor
hoods, industrial areas of West and Southwest Philadelphia. 

The proposed West Bank: Botanic Trail interim route then moves off of Wood
land Avenue and onto 4ih Street, which it stays on briefly until the trail turns 
onto Pashall Avenue and then onto Lindbergh Boulevard. The Philadelphia 
Streets Department considers Lindbergh Boulevard a bicycle-friendly street in its 
Bicycle Network. At the 54th Street block of Lindbergh Boulevard, the proposed 
interim ECG moves off of Lindbergh Boulevard and turn down 54th Street toward 
Bartram's Garden. 

The Trail Tomorrow -The Permanent Route 

The West Bank: Botanic Trail will run directly alongside the Schuylkill River from 
South Street to Historic Bartram's Garden, bringing riverfront greenspace to the 
residents of West and Southwest Philadelphia. In the future, the West Bank: 
Botanic Trail will meet up with the East Bank section of ECG on both the South 
Street and Gray's Ferry Bridges. It will then continue down the West Bank 
shoreline of the Schuylkill River to Historic Bartram's Garden on a riverside path 
lined with educational signs and benches that highlight the natural and cultural 
history of the area. 

In the very long-term future, trail designer's hope that the riverside path will not 
terminate at Historic Bartram's Garden, but will instead continue further down 
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the river to the Philadelphia International Airport. Similar to the East Bank sec
tion of the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail, construction on this long-term Botanic Trail 
will be delayed for many years as the West Bank of the Schuylkill is highly indus
trialized. 

Trail Highlights 

The West Bank: Botanic Trail subsection of the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail is filled 
with opportunities to reconnect residences to the historical and cultural sites of 
West and Southwest Philadelphia. Not many Philadelphians know, for example, 
of the historical roots of Kingsessing and other neighborhoods in Southwest 
Philadelphia. However, as the oldest settled portion of the county of Philadel
phia, there are many opportunities to educate visitors and residents on the his
torical significance of the area. Kingsessing, which means, "place where there is 
a meadow," was originally settled into a Swedish and Native American village 
and was the first settlement to be officially called a 'village' within the territory of 
Philadelphia. 

The most noteworthy of the landmarks in the Kingsessing area is the namesake 
of the Botanic Trail, Historic Bartram's Garden. The house and surrounding gar
dens and outbuildings at Historic Bartram's Garden were once the home and 
garden of the Bartram family. Historic Bartram's Garden serves as a reminder of 
Philadelphia's bucolic routes and of the Bartram's significance as America's most 
important family of botanists and explorers. Born in Darby Township to a 
Quaker family in the late 17th century, John Bartram was self-educated, but 
eventually rose to the ranks of royal botanist to King George III. 

As the home and garden of John Bartram, and his son William after him, Bar
tram's Garden propagated over 4,000 species of exotic and native plants 
throughout its working life as America's oldest arboretum. In 1783, the Bartrams 
issued the first printed plant catalogue in America and eventually supplied plants 
for such famous gardens as those in Independence Hall, Mount Vernon, Monti
cello, and the Dupont's Nemours. After the Bartrams, Philadelphia industrialist 
Andrew M. Eastwick purchased the site, preventing it from being engulfed by the 
industrial sprawl that was threatening to spread over the lower Schuylkill River. 
Later, Mr. Eastwick's former gardener (turned City Council member) Thomas 
Meehan, led the charge for Bartram's Garden to become part of the City's public 
park system, which it did in 1891. This 45-acre site is now a National Historic 
Landmark and a green oasis in this highly urbanized area of Southwest Philadel
phia. 

Another Southwest Philadelphia historic landmark is the Woodlands National His
toric Landmark. Today, the Woodlands mansion and its 79 acres of surrounding 
cemetery, overlook the factories and railroad lines along this area of the Schuyl
kill River. When the estate was first built in the 18th century, however, the house 
was designed to overlook the rolling hills and streams that flowed around the 
Schuylkill River and the growing City of Philadelphia. Today, the house is recog
nized as one of the earliest examples of the Ada mesque style of Federal architec
ture, and is, in many ways, considered to be ahead of its time architecturally. 
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Growing to 600 acres of gardens, greenhouses, and landscaped hills, the Wood
lands estate was the residence of William Hamilton, son of the famed defender 
Andrew Hamilton. After William's death, the house and sections of the surround- . 
ing land transferred through many hands, with the City of Philadelphia eventually 
purchasing 187 acres for a new almshouse in 1829. The remainder of the prop
erty was absorbed into local neighborhoods and then later purchased by Thomas 
Mitchell to begin the Woodlands Cemetery Company. Since this time, in the mid 
19th century, the land that surrounds the manor house is a cemetery and the 
Woodlands mansion serves as the residence of the cemetery supervisor. 

Another noteworthy highlight on this West Bank subsection of ECG are Philadel
phia's 30th Street Station and University City. One of Philadelphia's most impor
tant historical landmarks and centers of transportation sits at 30th and Market 
Streets, just a few blocks away from the Botanic Trail route. Constructed from 
1929 to 1933, the station revitalized the transportation infrastructure of the city 
and the character of West Philadelphia. Designed by the Chicago firm of Graham 
Anderson Probst & White, the station is 637 long, 327 feet wide, reaches 116 
feet high, and is made of Alabama limestone. The graceful interior of the station 
has a 95-foot high ceiling that towers above the Tennessee marble floor. 

Now the second busiest train station in the country, 30th Street Station also holds 
a full food court and other shopping opportunities that are sure to lure ECG users 
into its walls. Amtrak has worked over the last ten years to restore the station, 
spending more than $100 million in restoration and renovation costs. These ef
forts allow the station, which plays host to 25,000 commuters daily, to be used 
not only as a commuter rail station, but also as a beautiful representation of 
Philadelphia history. 

The final highlight on this section of trail is University City and its two major insti
tutions of higher learning, the University of Pennsylvania and Drexel University. 
University City is, however, more than the home of these two Universities, and it 
alone has an interesting history worthy of exploration. 

Prior to 1800, the area immediately west of Center City and across the Schuylkill 
River, now known as University City, was actually considered of little value. With 
only ferries to cross the Schuylkill, most of the land was settled as farmland and 
kept distant from the billowing city of Philadelphia. All of this changed, however, 
in 1800, when planning began for the placement of a permanent stone bridge 
over the Schuylkill River. Completed in 1805, the bridge spurred development in 
West Philadelphia, which, by around 1850, grew from farmland to a town of 150 
buildings and extensive furnaces and manufacturing plants. 

In 1864, a railroad station was erected at 30th and Market Streets. This further 
increased the significance of West Philadelphia, which by then had grown as far 
west as 42nd Street. In 1868, the University of Pennsylvania began to make 
plans to move from 9th and Chestnut Streets to its present location to West 
Philadelphia, which it did, in 1871. Originally created by Benjamin Franklin in 
1749 to be a public academy to educate students for business and public life, the 
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University was taken over by the state during the American Revolution. Today, 
the University of Pennsylvania is a major facet of West Philadelphia life and the 
influx of students has spurred a new age of development in the area. 

For many ECG users, the most recognizable landmark in the University of Penn
sylvania is Franklin Field, the University's historic football stadium. Originally 
opened in 1895 for the first running of the Penn Relays, the stadium was rebuilt 
72 years ago, but it still considered America's first two-tiered stadium. Franklin 
Field is actually the site of many firsts, including the site of the nation's fi rst 
scoreboard, first radio football broadcast, first football telecast, and as the site of 
Vince Lombardi's only NFL playoff loss. For those interested in more than sports, 
ECG users may prefer to enjoy the University itself and the variety of University 
City shops and restaurants built up to accommodate the University's 10,000 stu
dents 

The other major institution of learning in University City is Drexel University, 
founded in 1891 by Philadelphia philanthropist Anthony Drexel. Originally named 
the Drexel Institute of Art, Science and Industry, the Institute educated women 
and men from all walks of life. The Institute became Drexel University in 1970 
and continues to shape the character and development of University City today. 

Needs Assessment 

As of the first edition of this report, Phase One of the development of the West 
Bank: Botanic Trail subsection is complete. Phase One included identifying pos
sible trail alignments, promoting the project to the general public through trail 
walks and publicity, generating institutional support, and initiating contact with 
property owners. Trail managers continue to undergo Phase Two of trail devel
opment. This phase includes meeting with property owners along the proposed 
trail to obtain letters of intent for easement or sale of right of way, developing 
design and construction cost estimates, and applying for federal .Inter-modal Sur
face Transportation Efficiency Act {ISTEA) and other grants to help finance con
struction of the trail. 

Through the same Schuylkill River Initiative that funded the Schuylkill River Park, 
The William Penn Foundation awarded $38,000 to the John Bartram Association 
for design of the Botanic Trail. Trail designers have also looked to use Transpor
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century funds, but full efforts in this direction have 
been delayed to a future round of funding. 

Similar to all other sections of the East Coast Greenway, signage for the interim 
route is the needed for this section of trail. 

Conclusion 

Carrying students, residents, and visitors from the East Bank of the Schuylkill 
River to 30th Street Station, University City, and West Philadelphia's historical 
landmarks, the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail will become a major venue for car-free 
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traffic in Philadelphia's already bicycle-friendly atmosphere. In addition, 30th 
Street Station may act as a starting-off point for travelers from all over the coun
try who want to ride the East Coast Greenway. With its enticing historical and 
cultural attraction and connections to other regional trails, bicyclists and pedes
trians may find it hard to leave Philadelphia at all . Working with long-standing 
property owners and highly developed industries that have occupied the banks 
for the last century, the Tidal Schuylkill River Trail will forever change the face of 
the East and West Banks of the Schuylkill Rivers. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 7: Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Loop Trail 
• Trail map at end of chapter 

With the support of the National Park Service's Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance Program, the Campbell Thomas & Company architectural firm is con
ducting a Trail Development Study for the Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Loop Trail. When 
complete, the study will propose a 22-mile trail that loops from Southwest Phila
delphia to Tinicum Township, near the Philadelphia International Airport, and 
back to Southwest Philadelphia. It 
is important to note that the East 
Coast Greenway (ECG) wi!l only 
use part of the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin 
Loop Trail its official route. The 
East Coast Greenway will travel 
from Southwest Philadelphia to 
Tinicum Township on the Tinicum- ~ 
Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail, but will not 
loop back up to Southwest Phila
delphia. Instead, the ECG will 
continue on toward the Pennsyl
vania/Delaware border to connect 
with other sections of ECG in 
Pennsylvania. It is expected, 
however, that the ECG will identify 
the section of the Tinicum-Ft. Mif
flin Loop trail that returns to 
Southwest Philadelphia as an al
ternate route 

During all stages of the Trail De
velopment Study process, the Na-
tional Park Service held a series of The Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Trail Corridor Today 

workshops, trail tours, and advisory committee meetings to craft a vision for the 
trail and to make suggestions for possible trail designs. The final alignment of 
the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail will incorporate the vision and goals adopted 
during these meetings by a group of stakeholders that included federal, state, 
and local government agencies, private interests, and community and historic 
preservation organizations. 

One key point in the vision crafted by these stakeholders for the Tinicum-Ft. Mif
flin Loop Trail is a trail that will emphasize the unique and prominent features of 
the trail corridor area. Unfortunately, the construction of Interstate 95 as a 
high-speed thoroughfare through the area has allowed travelers to remain un
aware of the historical and natural gems that are located here. Trail designers 
envision several area attractions, such as Fort Mifflin, the Philadelphia Interna
tional Airport, and John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge, as interpretive "gate-
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ways" to the trail, where visitors can pick up information on the trail. The multi
ple-use, multi-modal trail will also connect to previously isolated cultural gems 
such as Historic Bartram's Garden, Fort Mifflin, and Governor Printz Park. 

In addition to these highly interactive interpretive "gateways," the future Tini
cum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail will connect scenic areas, such as the Delaware and 
Schuylkill River waterfronts, and natural areas, such as the John Heinz National 
Wildlife Refuge, to reflect another key point in the vision for the Tinicum-Ft. Mif
flin Trail, namely the protection and conservation of nature. The design of the 
future trail will also incorporate the varied landscape of the t rail corridor, which 
includes natural areas, the urban and industrial areas of the Schuylkill River in 
Philadelphia, and the commercial centers and residential neighborhoods along 
the Delaware River in Tinicum Township. 

Trail developers also envision a Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Loop Trail that will help resi
dents reconnect to the Delaware waterfront, the Philadelphia International Air
port, and to the matrix of businesses and industries in Southwest Philadelphia 
and Tinicum Township. Educational and interpretive signs and kiosks about area 
ecology and the history of surrounding neighborhoods, as well as the impact of 
the development of the Petroleum refinery and other industries on the region, 
will be placed throughout the length of the trail to help trail users to make this 
connection. 

The vision for the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail also incorporates connections to 
other modes of transportation. SEPTA's Rl Regional Rail Line at the Philadelphia 
International Airport and Eastwick stations, and SEPTA's R2 Line at the Prospect 
Park station, as well as several bus and trolley lines, all connect to the Tinicum
Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail. Tinicum Township, which encompasses much of the land in 
and around the airport, triples its population during working hours. The addition 
of a multiple-use, multi-modal trail that connects area businesses to Philadelphia 
and Delaware will alleviate the automobile traffic that accompanies this influx of 
commuters. This will also allow employees of the airport, the United Parcel Ser
vice, and other area businesses to take advantage of the opportunity for a 
healthy, inexpensive, and car-free commute to work. 

The Trail Today- An Interim Route 

Using the proposed Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Bicycle PA Route 
E, the proposed interim Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail route leaves Historic Bar
tram's Garden using Lindbergh Boulevard, a bicycle-friendly street in the Phila
delphia Bicycle Network. Following Lindbergh Boulevard through industrial areas 
and the neighborhoods of Kingsessing and Elmwood, the proposed interim ECG 
turns off of Lindbergh Boulevard at Island Avenue, a wide commercial and indus
trial boulevard also rated above average for bicycling by the Philadelphia Bicycle 
Network. The proposed interim route then continues along Island Avenue until it 
reaches Enterprise Avenue, which it follows until Fort Mifflin Road. Off of Fort 
Mifflin Road, the proposed interim ECG route next turns onto Hog Island Road. 
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As of the publication of the first edition of this plan, access to the western end of 
Hog Island Road is blocked at gates just beyond the United Parcel Service prop
erty behind the airport. Hog Island Road is currently undergoing reconstruction 
to realign its western end, which will create a connection around the airport to 
Essington via Second Street. The road is expected to be complete and fully open 
to vehicular traffic within approximately six months to one year. Once around 
the airport on the new Hog Island Road extension adjacent to the Delaware 
River, the proposed interim ECG route moves onto Second Street in Essington, 
which it follows until it reaches Route 420 (Wanamaker Avenue), near Governor 
Printz Park. The proposed Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail interim route then ends 
at the junction of Routes 420 and 291 in Essington. 

The Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail, as designed through the Trail Development 
Study process, includes a section of trail that loops northeast, back up to Historic 
Bartram's Garden in Southwest Philadelphia. This route, although not the main 
ECG route, allows users to access the John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge and 
the Cobb's Creek Bikeway, two major highlights for any cyclist. The interim ECG 
does not use this part of the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail as its main route, but 
will most likely identify this section of trail as a spur or alternate. 

The Trail Tomorrow - The Permanent Route 

The long-term route for the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail will include many off
road segments. The trail partnerships established as part of the planning proc
ess are identifying the short and long-term designs for the trail and steps toward 
implementation of the final trail design. The permanent Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop 
Trail section of ECG will be mainly off-road and on a smooth, level, surface path. 
This path will follow the Schuylkill and Delaware River shorelines from Historic 
Bartram's Garden in Southwest Philadelphia to Fort Mifflin, the Philadelphia In
ternational Airport, and finally into Essington near Governor Printz Park. 

Spur trail access is envisioned for portions of the Schuylkill riverfront adjacent to 
the refineries and other industries, historic sites, and residences that make up 
the varied landscape of the trail corridor area. Also, an on-road spur trail will 
connect the Philadelphia International Airport with the John Heinz National Wild
life Refuge, potentially utilizing an old trolley bed to run under Interstate 95 and 
Route 291. 

Trail Highlights 

Much of the area along the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail corridor is located 
within the Atlantic Coastal Plain, a narrow slice of land along the west bank of 
the Delaware River. The Southeastern Pennsylvania portion of the Atlantic 
Coastal Plain is actually part of a S-mile-wide geological formation of coastal 
plain sediments, plants, and animals that runs from Newfoundland to Florida. 
Most of the coastal plain habitat in the area surrounding the trail has been re
duced or eliminated by the development and industrialization of the area over 
the past four centuries. However, through. the development of the Tinicum-Ft. 
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Mifflin Loop Trail and other area projects, opportunities for restoring or protect
ing this unique habitat exist. 

One coastal plain site that has been protected is Little Tinicum Island, which lies 
adjacent to the trail corridor. Little Tinicum Island is a state forest that includes 
40 acres of coastal plain plant communities accessible by boat launch at Gover
nor Printz Park. Other areas of natural significance along the trail corridor are 
the mudflats at the shoreline of the Delaware River near Hog Island Road. 
These mudflats, along with local freshwater intertidal marshes, are hold eight out 
of the twenty-one endangered plants in Pennsylvania. 

The premiere natural highlight of the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail, however, is 
the John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum. Records show that 40 rare 
intertidal and coastal plain species once existed in this area before dyking, 
dredging, or filling disturbed the area . In 1643, when Governor Johan Printz and 
Swedish settlers first arrived in the "New World", over 5,700 acres of wetlands 
existed in this area. From that time to around World War II, only about 200 
acres of wetlands survived urbanization. Thankfully, in 1972, the Secretary of 
the Interior acquired 1,200 acres of land to establish the Tinicum National Envi
ronmental Center, which was re-named in 1991 in honor of John Heinz, a United 
States Senator who helped preserve the marsh. Today, the 1,200 acres of 
freshwater tidal wetlands, lagoons, and upland areas that make up the wildlife 
refuge are all that remain of this once vast ecosystem. The refuge presently 
hosts over 280 species of birds and allows "low-footprint" activities such as ca
noeing, hiking, and bicycling within its borders. Today, it is one of the largest 
urban wildlife refuges in the United States. 

Several other parks and natural highlights exist within the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin 
Loop Trail corridor. Local residents and employees can often be seen fishing off 
of derelict bulkheads or piers, and taking lunch in various spots along the Dela
ware River. One favorite recreation spot toward the end of the Tinicum-Ft. Mif
flin Loop Trail is Governor Printz Park in Essington. This state park is the site of 
the first European capital in America and the home and headquarters of Swedish 
Governor Johan Printz, whose statue overlooks the park. Governor Printz Park is 
a popular fishing, hiking, and bird watching spot. 

Another highlight on the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Trail is the namesake of the trail it
self, Fort Mifflin. Located at the convergence of the Schuylkill and Delaware Riv
ers, this Revolutionary War site was designated a National Historic Landmark in 
August of 1970. Named after Major General Thomas Mifflin, who oversaw con
struction of the fort at the start of the Revolutionary War, Fort Mifflin was de
stroyed by the British during the war, only to later be reconstructed in several 
phases according to designs of Washington D.C. architect and designer Pierre 
L'Enfant. The fort was later used as a prison camp during the Civil War, but was 
eventually disarmed and abandoned around 1904. Currently under the man
agement of the non-profit Fort Mifflin on the Delaware, Inc. and owned by the 
City of Philadelphia; the fort is now restored to its 1834 appearance and is a 
great place for picnicking and bird watching. 
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Another area of historical significance on the trail is site of the Hog Island Ship
yard. This site adjacent to the Delaware River, was once the largest shipyard in 
the world and is now has several areas of undeveloped land, and is used as an 
airport, a freight terminal, and a marine oil terminal. Originally encompassing 
1,398 acres and 50 shipways, the shipyard completed merchant 122 ships by the 
end of its life and in 1920 was the site of the launching of seven ships in 90 min
utes, a new world record at that time. 

Further along on the trail in Essington is Tinicum Township's oldest landmark, 
the Lazaretto, a historic three-story Georgian building. This historical treasure 
was once a complex of buildings that served as a quarantine station until 1893 
and then later as the grounds of a private pleasure resort called the Orchard 
Club. In 1915, the area was turned into the Philadelphia Seaplane Base and was 
later used for US Army aviation-training base during World War II. Today, the 
three-story administration building and the Physicians House are on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Unfortunately, these structures are now in danger of 
demolition by the current owner to make way for a riverside parking lot. 

The opportunity for preservation and education at these and other natural and 
cultural sites along the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail should not be overlooked. 
The development of the trail as part of the ECG will renew interest in these areas 
and their history. 

Needs Assessment 

Campbell Thomas & Company is now conducting a Feasibility and Trail Develop
ment Study of the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail, under the sponsorship of Fort 
Mifflin on the Delaware, Inc. and with assistance from the National Park Service. 
The Study is funded by a $15,000 grant from Pennsylvania Department of Con
servation and Natural Resources State Heritage Parks Program, with a $5,000 
match from the Conservation Fund, the United Parcel Service and the Bicycle 
Coalition of the Delaware Valley. The Trail Development Study assesses the fea
sibility of several alternate trail alignments, proposes a preferred alignment, and 
determines the approximate design and construction costs based on the analysis 
of the proposed trail route. Future trail design and development will require fed
eral funding, possibly from such sources as the Transportation Equity Act for the 
21st Century (TEA-21) and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds, 
state grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Re
sources and other state agencies, and private contributors. 

Similar to all other sections of ECG in Pennsylvania, an initial cost for this trail 
segment is signage along the proposed ECG interim route. It should be noted 
that the proposed interim route is lacking in pedestrian options in many places. 
However, pedestrian trail connections and pathways are being considered as part 
of the Tinicum-fort Mifflin Trail Development Study. Safety, wetland, and rare 
species issues relating to the use of Hog Island Road as a bicycle throughway 
will also need to be addressed prior to implementing a trail route on or adjacent 
to Hog Island Road. 
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In addition to these needs which must soon be addressed, the National Park Ser
vice is winding down its involvement in the development of this section of trail, 
and trail advisors are looking for a new "champion" to take over the coordination 
of development efforts, the location of funding sources, and efforts to work with 
area governments to promote the Tinicum-Ft. Miffl in Loop Trail project. Addi
tional public outreach and involvement will be required, as well as the develop
ment of political support for the trail. This effort is also integrally tied into the 
City of Philadelphia's Neighborhood Transformation Initiative and other revitaliza
tion efforts in Philadelphia and Tinicum Township. The Pennsylvania Committee 
of the · national East Coast Greenway Alliance and the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission are exploring the possibility of a partnership to take on this 
"champion" role and funding is required to support these efforts should they 
formalize. 

Conclusion 

The development of the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail has involved many stake
holders and concerned parties at the earliest stages of planning and can serve as 
a model for future trail development of this and other trail segments. The Trail 
Development Study, expected to be completed by the fall of 2001, will outline 
the appropriate roles and responsibilities of the future stakeholders to implement 
the trail, actions that will be taken, and a timeframe for those actions. Having 
the plan and the partnership in place will help ensure that the visions for the trail 
outlined by stakeholders will come to fruition in the future. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 8 -Route 291/13 Corridor 
• Trail map at end of chapter 

The sixth and final segment of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) in Pennsylvania 
moves through small suburban towns and industrial areas as it makes its way 
from Essington to the Delaware state border on, or adjacent to, Routes 291 and 
13. The towns throughout this area, including Essington, Eddystone, Chester, 
Trainer, and Marcus Hook were cut off from surrounding communities by the 
construction of Interstate 95 and the industrial development of the Delaware 
River shoreline. Residents and businesses in this area of southern Delaware 
County are participating in local and statewide revitalization plans to reconnect to 
each other and to the Delaware waterfront resource. 

Around the pro
posed ECG route, 
many interesting 
industrial, commer
cial, ahd residential · 
buildings make up 
the corridor's 
streetscape. Due to 
the economic loss 
that some areas 
around the Route 
291/13 Corridor 
have experienced 
since the. 19~0's, 
some of these his
torical and industrial 
buildings are now 
abandoned or dete
riorating. These The Route 291/13 Corridor Today - Chester 

abandoned buildings, along with some active industrialized areas could detract 
from the aesthetically pleasing parkland, well-kept residential areas, and histori
cal sites along this trail. However, local town officials, the County Planning De
partment, and the state are revitalizing and beautifying the area by reclaiming 
abandoned buildings and vacant lots. These efforts will, among other things, 
landscape roadways and sidewalks to revamp the area's image and add to the 
quality of life of area residents. 

The Delaware County Planning Department, which is administering this section of 
ECG in Pennsylvania, is planning to complete its beautification plans for Routes 
291 and 13 in approximately five years. These beautification efforts by the 
Delaware County Planning Department do not include efforts to hide the indus
trial characteristics of the area. Instead, through their design and landscape ef
forts, and the educational signage and bicycle-friendly improvements of the ECG, 
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the County hopes to reinforce the important role that industry has played in the 
history of these local towns. The cumulative effect of the ECG, the beautification 
plans of the Delaware County Planning Department, and the revitalization efforts 
of other towns along the route, will provide these communities with accessible, 
community-related recreation and travel options. 

The Delaware County Planning Department hopes that its efforts will also make 
vacant industrial land more desirable to airport-related and commercial users, 
such as hotels and offices. Today, residents and employees in most of the area 
lack safe, attractive ways to walk or bicycle between towns, jobs, and the Dela
ware waterfront. Also, the available greenspace in the area is largely discon
nected or hidden behind large industrial and highway-related development. 

Other local efforts that compliment the ECG along the Route 291/13 Corridor are, 
for example, the 
development of a 
streetscape plan by 
planning officials in 
Marcus Hook and 
plans in the City of 
Chester. Officials in 
the City of Chester 
are working hard to 
revitalize their city 
by encouraging riv
erside mixed-use 
developments and 
promenades along 
their waterfront. 
Preferred Real Es
tate Investments, 
Inc., for example, 
has recently pur The Route 291/13 Corridor Today- Marcus Hook 

chased a large power plant abandoned by the Philadelphia Electric Company 
(PECO). Preferred Real Estate Investments, Inc. will be converting the building 
and surrounding acreage into a riverfront promenade, marina, and office space 
complex for Synygy, an Internet software company, and other businesses. This 
PECO power plant redevelopment and other efforts along the Route 291/13 Cor
ridor were facilitated by Pennsylvania's Keystone Opportunity Zone program, 
which provides tax incentives for businesses to move into underdeveloped areas. 
This innovative project, combined with the City of Chester's plan to expand 
Commodore Barry Bridge Waterfront Park, will bring a new life to the waterfront 
in Chester and will partner well with plans for the ECG throughout this area. 

To begin the beautification process along the Route 291/13 Corridor, the Dela
ware County Planning Department commissioned Menke and Menke Landscape 
Architects and Planners to conduct a feasibility study of the corridor in order to 
determine possible route options and alternatives for Routes 291 and 13. Con
struction is already underway in the City of Chester to widen and realign Route 
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291, which runs from the airport and through the City of Chester. Route 13, 
which runs from Chester to the Delaware state border, and Route 291, are 
mostly industrial routes occupied by traffic that is light in volume, but largely in
dustrial. Work to widen, beautify, and re-align Routes 291 and 13 have already 
started and, when complete, the results will make for a pleasant on-road bicycle 
and walking experience for ECG users and residents of the area. 

The long-term goals for the Route 291/13 Corridor will eventually help to rede
fine the area as a desirable place to live and work. Other goals of this project 
are to make attractive landscaped gateways to Delaware County and each mu
nicipality; and to provide a unified system of interpretive and directional signs to 
highlight historic and environmental points of interest, nearby attractions, river
front access points, business parks, and train stations. 

Local residents or employees along the Route 291/13 Corridor will soon be able 
to leave their automobiles at home to reach Philadelphia and Wilmington by us
ing bicycles or walking to reach public transportation. The Chester City Train 
Station, which has undergone a multi-million dollar restoration, is only two blocks 
from Route 291 in Chester. Residents can also reach SEPTA's R2 Regional Rail 
line to Wilmington and Newark, Delaware via the Eddystone, Marcus Hook, and 
Highland Avenue stations. 

In the short-term, planning officials do not expect to reclaim all waterfront prop
erty along the Delaware in the Route 291/13 Corridor, as some of the area is oc
cupied by active riverfront industries. However, efforts will be made to reclaim 
or redevelop vacant and derelict land or to partner with active industries wher
ever possible, eventually returning the waterfront to those who live in the area 
and ultimately, to those who will enjoy its beauty while traveling on the East 
Coast Greenway. 

The Trail Today - An Interim Route 

The proposed interim designation for the Route 291/13 Corridor begins in Essing
ton at the juncture of Route 291 and Route 420, following the proposed on-road 
route for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's Bicycle PA Route E. 
The interim trail remains on Route 291 through Eddystone and Chester until it 
reaches the Trainer Borough line. Along the Route 291/13 Corridor proposed 
interim route, smaller residential streets parallel the main Route 291, offering 
interim ECG users an alternative route for those who would like to travel through 
the quiet residential atmosphere of well-kept homes and greenery. 

In Trainer, the trail turns onto Route 13, which it remains on until the Delaware 
state border. Throughout most of Routes 291 and 13, the roads are the main 
traffic corridors of the area. Traffic is usually light in volume, but, in areas, may 
contain heavy tractor-trailer and truck traffic. Refineries flank much of the road 
between Trainer and Marcus Hook, however, the small town center of Marcus 
Hook offers a nice small town respite and a variety of places to stop for refresh
ment. 
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The Trail Tomorrow -The Permanent Route 

The Route 291/13 Corridor section of the East Coast Greenway will meet up with 
prior sections of ECG in Essington, at the juncture of Routes 291 and 420. As 
part of the Route 291/13 beautification project, designers hope to add bicycle 
lanes to PA Route 420 to allow Prospect Park residents to bicycle to Route 291 
and to allow East Coast Greenway users an easy, on-road route to reach the his
toric Morton homestead and the John Heinz Wildlife Refuge. 

At the junction of Routes 291 and 420, the ECG will use a parallel access road on 
the south side of Route 291 and then a newly constructed path to reach the 
abandoned Philadelphia - Chester Branch Railroad right-of-way. Here, the trail 
will move off-road through Eddystone Borough and Ridley Township and into 
Chester. Once in Chester, the trail will use Route 291 to reach Front Street and 
Delaware Avenue, which are not in use and will be modified to accommodate the 
multiple-use trail. Also in Chester, the trail will move off-road on the future 
"riverwalk" riverfront promenade, passing retail stores, coffee shops, and busi
nesses, and the reclaimed Chester Power Station. From here, the trail will move 
on and off-road through some of Chester, Trainer, and Marcus Hook, moving off
road whenever partnerships with businesses or the purchase of vacant property 
allow. 

Trail Highlights 

Despite the highly industrial nature of most of the Route 291/13 Corridor, there 
are many interesting places along the trail that highlight area historical sites and 
heritage. The first stop along the trail, the Borough of Eddystone, is close-knit 
community with a population of 2,555. Although incorporated as a borough on 
December 7, 1888, Eddystone is home to many modern day industries, such as 
Boeing Helicopters, a world leader in the rotorcraft industry, and the Philadelphia 
Electric Company's (PECO) Eddystone Generating Station, which occupies the 
former site of Eddystone Munitions Plant and Rifle Works, a large contributor to 
the Eddystone economy in the early 1900s. 

Traveling south, the next city along the Route 291/13 Corridor is Chester, the 
oldest city in Pennsylvania. Founded in 1642, Chester's 200-year history of 
manufacturing excellence lends itself to a historically fascinating visit. Pennsyl
vania's first court session was held in the Chester Courthouse, which, despite be
ing built in 1742, is still standing today. The Courthouse is a beautiful example 
of Eighteenth Century architecture, and is worth the five-block detour from the 
Delaware River path. The Crozer Theological Institute, which once schooled Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., is also nearby. In addition, there area other attractions 
such as the David Lloyd House, built on the banks of the Delaware in 1721, and 
the Landingford Plantation, which, built in 1683, is the oldest building in the 
area. 

The City of Chester prospered for many years by manufacturing machinery, met
als, locomotives, ships, textiles, and oil refineries. However, with the slowdown 
of the Industrial Age, these industries scaled back production, causing many to 
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lose their jobs and some parts of the area to suffer from economic blight and 
degradation. With an active city council working to revitalize the city, and a 
community of 37,000 residents, Chester is once again finding its legs and the 
ECG will be an integral part of this revival. 

Within Chester, many playgrounds and areas of greenspace provides places for 
ECG users to rest and eat a packed lunch. The Commodore Barry Bridge and its 
surrounding park should be a highlight of every trail user's trip to Chester. The 
Commodore Barry Bridge is actually the world's longest cantilever bridge at 2.6 
miles long and was named after John Barry, the "Father of the American Navy" 
and Revolutionary War hero. The base of the Bridge in Chester features the only 
public access boating ramp in Delaware County. Fishing is popular in this area 
with such available species as carp, catfish, shad, and striped bass. The park
land area below the bridge, Commodore Barry Bridge Waterfront Park, is cur
rently undergoing an expansion. Other renovations in and around the park in
clude the construction of a soccer stadium, skating rink over a seven-year time 
line. 

The Route 291/13 Corridor section of ECG next passes through the Borough of 
Trainer, which was incorporated in 1919. Trainer itself is highly industrialized, 
with 40% of its .98 square miles used for industrial purposes. Today, Trainer's 
population of 2,271 people enjoys fishing and picnicking at Henry Johnson Park, 
located near the trail. The park has also received a grant from the statewide 
"Growing Greener" Project to revitalize itself by adding picnic areas, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, and baseball diamonds. One dominant industrial fea
ture of Trainer is the Tosco Trainer Refinery. Trail users will likely enjoy reading 
informational and education signs about this refinery's contribution to the one 
million gallons of fuel produced each day by its East Coast refineries. 

Further down the trail, ECG users will learn more about the refinery industry as 
the Route 291/13 Corridor trail enters Marcus Hook. Incorporated in 1892, the 
Sunoco Marcus Hook Refinery fuels a large part of Marcus Hook's economy. 
While employing 700 workers, the refinery processes 175,000 barrels a day of 
crude oil which produces everything from gasoline and aviation fuel, to kerosene, 
heating oil, propane, and butane, as well as chemicals to make plastic, anti
freeze, carpets, pillows, and detergents. Opened in 1902, the refinery was the 
world's first large-scale, commercial catalytic cracking plant. Marcus Hook also 
has a town center with shops and eateries. 

Although not housing many of the typical trail attractions of historical mansions 
and natural greenery that one usually will find along the East Coast Greenway, 
there are many highlights along this section of trail. The refinery and energy 
producing industry housed along this section of trail shaped the development of 
this area. The historical significance and engineering feats involved in these in
dustries should not be overlooked. Furthermore, the presence of historical sites 
and urban parks up and down the Route 291/13 Corridor, as well as the remark
able efforts by state and local agencies to revitalize areas like the Chester water
front will provide ECG users with a unique picture of cities that are moving them
selves forward. These communities are working hard to improve their quality of 
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life and the ECG will both catalyze their efforts and provide an example for other 
towns undergoing the same transitions. 

Needs Assessment 

Under the development of the Delaware County Planning Department, the Route 
291/13 Corridor has so far received a total of 

• $53,000 in Coastal Zone Management Program grants and in-kind 
matches. 

• Additional funds also have been gathered for the cost of the Marcus Hook 
Streetscapes plan and the Tinicum-Ft. Mifflin Loop Trail Development 
Study, both of which overlap this corridor in places. 

After the completion of the feasibi lity study, conducted by Menke & Menke Land
scape Architects and Planners, the Planning Department will move into the next 
phase of development. This phase will include finding local funding for engineer
ing and right-of-way acquisition and then construction. 

In the future, at least $3 million in funding is necessary to complete the pro
posed projects depending on which designs are chosen. Developers are also 
hoping to get private investors and corporate contributors to provide the local 
matching funds needed to receive Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
(TEA-21) Transportation Enhancement (TE) funds. In the short-term, funding is 
also needed for signage of the interim East Coast Greenway route and any 
benches, lighting, and educational kiosks needed on this trail. 

Conclusion 

The Route 291/13 Corridor will be the last portion of the East Coast Greenway in 
Pennsylvania for travelers who are coming south and their first glimpse of Penn
sylvania if they are moving north. Therefore, planning officials and East Coast 
Greenway designers are making efforts to beautify and increase livability in the 
area seriously. In addition, these efforts recognize that the industrial develop
ment that dominates the area should not be disguised. With 75% of Eddystone, 
70% of Marcus Hook, 22% of Chester, and 40% of Trainer devoted to industrial 
uses, efforts to hide the industrial character here would be misguided and would 
neglect the important role industry has in the development and history of this 
area. The industrial development that occupies the land along the Route 291/13 
Corridor should instead be viewed as an educational opportunity. The industry 
here is part of the history of this area, the lives of the residents who live here, 
and now the memories of East Coast Greenway users who travel along the Route 
291/13 Corridor. 
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A Master Plan and Needs Assessment 

Chapter 9: The Future of the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania 

The six trail segments of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) in Pennsylvania - the 
Delaware River Heritage Trail, Kensington & Tacony Trail, Philadelphia City Trail, 
Tidal Schuylkill River Trail, Tinicum-Fort Mifflin Loop Trail, and the Route 291/13 
Corridor vary in character, landscape, and stage of development. However, as 
part of the national East Coast Greenway trail system, these individual trails will 
join together with routes in 15 other states and the District of Colombia to make 
up over 2,600 miles of ECG. When the ECG in Pennsylvania is complete, the 
Commonwealth's variety of transportation options, the area's historical signifi
cance, and the trail route's connection to other Pennsylvania bikeways will be an 
invaluable asset to the ECG. 

As long distance cyclists and walkers from all over the country, including the Tri
state area, travel through Southeastern Pennsylvania on the ECG, the Philadel
phia Metropolitan area will benefit from this influx of muscle-powered tourists. 
Visiting ECG users can be~in their journey in Pennsylvania via the Philadelphia 
International Airport or 30t Street Station. At the same time, local residents can 
incorporate the ECG's connections to these major transportation hubs and to the 
regional transit system, into their daily commuting routine. Recreation users will 
also use the ECG to discover the wealth of history waiting to be discovered in our 
area. 

This new venue for commerce, education, and historical preservation benefits 
local business as well, which, in turn, helps to revitalize communities and cata
lyze redevelopment. When the trail is complete, it will re-establish the Delaware 
and Schuylkill River waterfronts as a gathering place for local residents and it will
reclaim or beautify industrial areas and abandoned properties. In the Philadel
phia metropolitan area, the ECG will encourage also healthy lifestyle changes and 
improve community quality of life as local residents leave their cars behind for 
recreation or local travel. The ECG will also produce a reduction in the use of the 
automobile as a main mode of transportation for some residents. As a local resi
dent decides to leave his/her car at home and use the Greenway's off-road path 
to ride to work or to reach the center of town to shop or visit a restaurant, stress 
and congestion on area roads will be alleviated. 

The individual stakeholders and trail advisors that make up the Pennsylvania 
Committee of the national East Coast Greenway Alliance have these and other 
benefits in mind when they work toward their goal of establishing individual por
tions of the trail and the East Coast Greenway as a whole. Here in Pennsylvania, 
anyone has the opportunity to help in the creation and implementation of this 
vision by supporting the efforts of the Pennsylvania Committee of the national 
East Coast Greenway Alliance and the trail segment advisors. Financial support 
of Clean Air Council, the Pennsylvania Committee of the national East Coast 
Greenway Alliance, and the East Coast Greenway Alliance nationwide, catalyzes 
the development of the trail in southeastern Pennsylvania and provides for the 
staff and materials needed ensure the success of this project. 

9-1 



For more information on supporting the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania or 
nationwide, contact Dennis Winters, Transportation Program Manager at Clean 
Air Council at 215-567-4004 or Dwinters@cleanair.org. Together, local residents, 
businesses, and governments can work with other supporters around the country 
to complete the East Coast Greenway in Pennsylvania. 
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